process is now underway to name a replace- 
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Human. touch 

C. Tierney photo 
TOP NOTCH Players, Twyla Heaney and Seth Bunke, rehearse for their 
roles in ‘Blythe Spirit, a play about ghostly human relations. It will 
debut April 12-13 and continue April 18-20. All shows begin at 8 p.m. 
See p. 18 for related stories. 


Gov. Weld to replace 
board trustee soon 


oversees the selection process, Reed said. 
Then their recommendations are forwarded 
to the appointment committee. 

“It’s then up to Gov. Weld to choose,” 
Reed said. “It’s his decision.” 

Goudrealt said she was surprised to hear 
about the latest development, yet she would 
neither confirm nor deny that she’ll soon 
step down. 

“This is the first I’ve heard of this,” she 
said.” “I just saw Gov. Weld last week and 
he thanked me for my years of service.” 

President David Hartleb said he was 
unaware that Goudrealt would soon vacate 
the board. 

“We all knew her term was up,” he said. 
“But this is news to me.” 

Although Reed is uncertain when an 
official announcement of Weld’s choice 
will be made, the timing of it is critical. 
Goudreault’s term as the board’s chair is set 
to expire a soon, and the board is scheduled 
to hold the annualelection for that position 
at its April meeting. 


® Chairwoman 
Marjorie Goudreault 
to leave board after 
15 years of service 


By DAVID C. MILLER 
News Editor 


he longest serving NECC trustee will 

| step down this year. According to the 
secretary of the state board of ap- 
pointments, Janna Reed, the nomination 


ment for Marjorie Goudrealt. 

Although her term officially expired in 
1991, Goudrealt continued to serve on the 
board, and is the current chairwoman. She 
was orginally appointed in 1981 and served 
two five year terms. 

The task of choosing a potential candi- 
date is done by a nominating council that 
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hit: Check out new gallery exhibit in the library 
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Fees cut 
may hurt 


Students 


© Trustees to weigh 
pros and cons; if passed, 
job lay-offs and loss of 
services may follow 


By JASON B. GROSKY 
Editor 


n January, the Higher Education Coordi- 

nating Council mandated all state col 

~ leges cut their tuition by 10 percent. In 

addinion..ABCC urged each school’s. board 

of trustees to. also decrease student fees by 
10 percent. 

The possibility of the board passing the 
fee reduction has many college members 
worried about its potential impact. 

“] think it could be potentially devastat- 
ing and I’m not being dramatic,” President 
David Hartleb said. “With the huge num- 
bers of part-time faculty and offices with- 
out enough staff, we’re going to have to lay 
off people and stop services.” 


“Is it fair to jeopardize 
what could happen 
with a 10 percent cut 
when the college’s cost 


is low? Absolutely not.” 
William Lane 


The college receives less money from the 
statedegislature today than,in 1988, with-.. 
out even adjusting for inflation. Since 1988, 
the college has raised fees to try and counter 
balance the loss of state income, putting a 
heavier burden on students, Hartleb said. 

“Frankly, HECC is saying, ‘Well, you 
guys have been increasing fees, let’s stop it, 
let’s decrease it,’” he said. “Sure, it’s a noble 
motion and they all agree with it, but how 
are we going to pay the bills, the faculty, the 
staff and even keep the electricity going?” 


See POTENTIAL, page 5 


® No fair share for 
fine-arts center, as 
construction delayed 


By GEORGE R. SCIONE 
Editorial Staff 
“oncern over tuition and fee re- 
ductions, a performing arts and 
ef business/industry center, and 
high school drop out rates came to the 
forefront when NECC held its annual 
legislators’ meeting over Spring Break. 
Some state legislators, board of 
trustee members, students, faculty and 
staff members were on hand to debate 
the issues which matter most to them. 
“Northern Essex has always been at 
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Legislators affirm 
support for college 


G, Scione photo 
HECC CHANCELLOR Stanley 
Koplik talks to Sen. James Jajuga. 
the top of our agenda when we go over 
the budget,” State Rep. Brian Dempsey 
of Haverhill said. “Higher Education has 

always factored in as a priority.” 
Along with President David Hartleb, 
See LEGISLATORS, page 6 


Well-liked student dies suddenly 


: he unexpected death of an NECC_ Salisbury. At the time of his death, 
student on March 29 has left fac Ackerman was a Danville, N.H. resident. 
ulty and friends shaken. Paul 


Ackerman began his studies at the 
Ackerman, 25, was born in Newburyport, 


college in 1992 and was set to graduate 
and previously lived in Haverhill and See STUDENT, page 5 


Kenya 


Professor 
teaches 
in Africa 


See page 14 
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Trustees ready 
for transition 


@ The departure of 
chairwoman set to leave 
the group with yet 
another new member 


ure as college president back in 
January, NECC continues adjust- 
ing to changes in command. 

After 11-year board of trustees mem- 
ber Daniel Beauregard of Haverhill, 
retired in March, the current board’s 
longest serving member is preparing 
to step aside when William Weld ap- 
proves a new appointment. 

Chairwoman Marjorie Goudreault, 
a trustee since 1981, will be relieved of 
her duties as soon as her replacement 
is named. This process could poten- 
tially take months. 

She has contributed her time, knowl- 
edge and views to countless issues at 
NECC and also in Haverhill, where she 
served on the city’s school board and 
city council. 

At the college, aside from being a 15- 
year trustee, Goudreault has been af- 


S ince David Hartleb began his ten- 


filiated with each of its three presi- 
dents: Harold Bentley, John R. Dimitry 
and Hartleb. She has been instrumen- 
tal in the growth of the college, and 
overseeing the presidential search cam- 
paign for Dimitry’s successor— Hartleb. 

She has also made a living in the real 
estate industry, working at the 
Haverhill’s King Davis Agency. 

Meanwhile, Beauregard helped to 
develop the college’s innovative educa- 
tion and retraining programs for dis- 
placed workers. 

He also chaired NECC’s leadership 
award committee, the master plan, fi- 
nance, presidential search and golf tour- 
nament committees. 

In addition, Beauregard, a self-pro- 
claimed “Haverhill nut,” has worked 
for many years at AT&T in North 
Andover. 

He was replaced last month by Wil- 
liam Nofsker of Bradford, who’s also a 
trustee at Bradford College and the 
Hale Hospital. 

We wish these two long term trust- 
ees the best. Their impact on NECC will 
be felt for years to come. 


Fair Share Act needed 


@ Proposal may cut 

students’ cost, while 

state increases funding 
urrently, students pay 51 per 
cent of the total cost for a semes- 
-ter at NECC. A student with 12 


credits spends approximately $1,000 in 
tuition and fees, while the state pro- 


vides slightly less than that. 

A proposal by Sen. Stan Rosenberg, 
of Amherst, would push the Common- 
wealth to cover 75 percent of a 
semester’s cost — meaning a student 
with 12 credits would instead pay closer 
to $500. 

If the Weld administration wants to 
save students’ hard earned cash, it 
should’t cut feesuntil colleges are ad- 
equately funded. 


Safety is a serious issue 


To the editor: 

I am appalled at the recent turn of 
events on campus: unknown, and possibly 
armed assailants coming on campus and 
terrorizing members of the student body. 

Where is this going to stop? 

Now we are told that our security de- 
partment doesn’t even obey the laws of the 
state requiring them to keep records of 
criminal activity. How are the students 
going to feel safe? What is the administra- 
tion going to do about this? Are they plan- 
ning on just sweeping it under the rug? 

Even though the recent incident involv- 
ing students being threatened seems to be 


More Letters, page 4 


a totally isolated case, we must be protected 
against any such happenings here at North- 
ern Essex no matter what the cost. This 
incident was simply the frosting on the 
cake. 

Behavior such as this should not be 
ignored. I come to this college to get an 
education, not to get shot by some Nean- 
derthal who's probably the first person in 
their family to walk erect and have audible 
speech. 

Hugh Tolden, 
nursing 


Letter Policy 


- The ‘Observer’ welcomes your comments in our 
letters to the editor. Please limit them to 300 words, 
make sure they are signed with your position/major 
and include a telephone number for verification. 


National Pacemaker 
Fall 1995 
ACP Best of Show 
Fall 1995 
Silver Crown Award 
Spring 1996 


Visit the Women’s 
Resource Network 


@ Personal awareness 
and lively discussions 
at the top of list for 

meaningful activities 


n the second floor of the library, 
O located at the end of a short corri- 

dor, is the Womens’ Resource Net- 
work. As you walk into this cheery room, 
soft, comfortable chairs invite you to curl 
up with a book or stretch out and relax. 
Books about women’s lives and issues line 
two corner bookcases. 

Wall racks and bulletin boards supply 
information about campus and community 
events, and across the room, a round table 
with chairs substitutes as a center for dis- 
cussions, meetings and homework. Hot 
drinks and snacks are available from a 
corner serving area. 

If you haven't had time to check out the 
network yet or if you would like to know 
more, let me take this opportunity to tell 
you about it. 

The Women’s Resource Network is pri- 
marily a drop-in center for female students. 
It is open Monday through Friday from 9:30 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Students are encouraged to 
stop by anytime to relax, do homework or 
talk with other students and volunteers. 

Several faculty and staff members, as 
well as students, volunteer an hour or more 
each week. Among those who stimulate 
lively discussions are Barbara Stachniewicz, 
Selma Singer, Gerri Powers, Jane Bradley 
and MJ Pernaa. 

The Network is also an information cen- 
ter providing listings of campus services 
and referrals to community agencies. Ab- 
breviated lists of area job openings (cour- 
tesy of the placement office) and financial 
aid resources are available. 

Students who are writing research pa- 
pers about women in literature or history, 
or studying topics on women’s work, health, 
psychology and other issues can borrow 
books or pick up materials. 

New additions to the book collection 
include Reviewing Ophelia; Minding the Body; 
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Campus Forum 


and Autobiography of a Face. 

Workshops, free and open to all stu- 
dents, are scheduled every month. 

In April, a series on personal awareness, 
cosponsored with the counseling center, is 
planned. 

Topics include “The Three Faces of Eve: 
Juggling the Roles of Student, Wife and 
Mother;” “How Do! Love Me? Let Me Count 
the Ways;” “Be yourself;” and “Set Your 
Goals.” The series will be held on Tuesdays 
at noon at the Essex Room beginning April 
Oe 

In addition to these events, the Network 
offers weekly group meetings. Students are 
invited to participate in a topic discussion 
group, led by Roxanne Cirelli, which meets 
Tuesdays at noon at the Network. 

Cultural issues, career roles and women 
as leaders are some of the topics to be 
considered. 

Come join in the discussion and suggest 
a topic. People who like to write can join a 
group which meets on Tuesday afternoon 
at 2 p.m. Anyone interested can attend. In 
spring, a newsletter featuring students’ 
poetry, essays, etc. will be published. 

If you would like to sign for workshops 
or groups, or if you would like to volunteer 
as a greeter, help out with book collections 
or contribute to the newsletter, call the 
Women’s Resource Network at 374-3832 or 
stop by the center at A-337 in the Bentley 
Library. 

Before semester ends, check us out. When 
you do, be sure to pick up your women’s 
history button. 

Editor's note: 

Joan Patrakis is Director of the Women's Resource 

Network. 


Helping Hand 


The Network is also an 
information center 
providing listings of 
campus services and 
referrals to community 
agencies. Abbreviated 
lists of area job open- 
ings (courtesy of the 
placement office) and 
financial aid resources 
are available. 
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Tearing down the walls 


Breeda 
Whitmore 


@ America needs the 
energy and vision of 
its immigrants 


stunning poll shows 56 percent 
A: people want legal immigra- 

tion stopped for five years. With- 
out a backward glance, a nation of immi- 
grants has turned on its own. 

This Time magazine poll shows people 
have very short memories. Ancestral 
history has lost its force and its meaning 
in this new America. While immigration 
can’t go unchecked, it is wrong to say 
legal immigrants have no place in 
America. 

| The poor and oppressed helped build 
_ America. Each lowly immigrant came 
with a private dream. But in executing 
their own dreams, they built a country 
where dreams could come true for any- 
body. 
And America was a good dream then. 
But we're not back in the 17th and 
18th centuries anymore. People say 
America is crowded with over 250 mil- 
lion people. Our schools are full and our 
welfare lines are long. Taxpayers cannot 
__ afford the burden of immigrants. It was 
different when this continent was wait- 
ing to be explored and exploited, and 
there was plenty to go around. 

A person I met said she had a great 
vacation in Miami. The only problem 
was, she said, there were no “normal 
Americans” there, meaning there were 
no English-speaking white people 
around. 

We're not dealing with a country that 
has no more physical space for immi- 
grants, we are dealing with people who 
have no room in their minds and their 
hearts. 

People have started to believe what 

' Pat Buchanan has spewed out during 
_ the Republican primaries. 

| “Does this First World nation wish to 
become a Third World Country?” he 
} 


said. “Because that is our destiny if we 
don’t build a sea wall against the waves 
of immigration rolling over our shores.” 

Buchanan needs to look at the facts. 
He has set out to malign those who are 
hungry and in despair. Today’s immi- 
grants are Mexican, Russian and Asian, 
but there was a time when they were 
Irish, German and Italian. 

Each year, 800,000 legal immigrants 
enter the country; 500,000 of them be- 
come citizens. To be a legal immigrant, 
one has to plow through mountains of 
paper work, endure a complete back- 


Should legal immigration be 


Chris Laird, computer pro- 
gramming 

“Yes, would guess so. There 
are plenty of poor people 
now. If the country can’t 
support the people we have 
now, then how can they 
expect to take care of new 
immigrants?” 


gal.” 


Esther Lopez, computer pro- 
gramming 

“No, why should they? If 
they are legal, then it is le- 


ground check and be tested for diseases like 
AIDS and Tuberculosis. 

On the other side, 300,000 enter the coun- 
try illegally. These illegals come mainly from 
Mexico. Any children born to illegal aliens are 
citizens because that is the law, and they are 
therefore entitled to educational and welfare 
benefits, the same as other Americans. 

The halt on illegal immigration is already 
under way. As of March 22, the House sent the 
Senate a measure to cut down on illegal immi- 
grants. The vote passed with 333 for and 87 
against. The measure allows states to bar 
children of illegal immigrants from public 
schools. Airport and border patrols will be 
strengthened and a 14-mile long fence will be 
built south of San Diego. 

The charge has been made that immigrants 
take jobs away from Americans and suck the 
welfare system dry. 

Immigrants are not taking the high-level 
jobs in engineering or chemistry, according to 
an ABC report by Peter Jennings. Neither are 
they taking the blue-collar jobs because those 
are being shipped overseas. It is true that 6 
percent ofimmigrants are taking some kind of 
welfare, but according to the same report, this 
amount of money is far outweighed by the 
taxes paid by other immigrants in this coun- 
try. 

A trip to a supermarket tells a story. The 
wide variety of vegetables and fruits delicately 
sprayed with cold water hide the tears shed by 
illegal immigrants. They are doing the work 
Americans won’t do. 

They slip over the border from Mexico to 
pick peppers and peaches, but find themselves 
exposed to cancer-causing chemicals and in- 
jury. They are fathers and mothers of small 
children who just want food on the table for 
their families to eat. But if any of them have a 
baby in this country, they stay, to give that 
child all the opportunities they never had. 

Some say they have it good. After all, they 
can walk into a hospital and have a baby and 
the taxpayer foots the bill. They can sit in any 
classroom and get an education, again at tax- 
payers expense. 

But in a 1990 report, the Department of 
Health and Human Services gives these statis- 
tics for these migrant workers: infant mortal- 
ity rate: 125 percent higher than the national 
average; life expectancy, 49 years, as compared 
to the national average of 75 years. 

They have it so good and we want them to 
have less. 

These people are no different than immi- 
grants of the past. They are coming from poor 
countries racked by class warfare where the 
richest 5 percent own 95 percent of the land. 
Immigrants don’t leave their homes, their way 
of life, their friends and their culture for fun. 
They leave for a dream, a better life. 

Immigrants built America. They gave it all 
they had. They knew despair, so with each 
hammer of a nail they breathed hope into 
every railroad tie that crossed the land. They 
knew poverty, so with each rung of the ladder 
they built buildings that screamed into the sky 
against the cold and rain. They knew hunger, 
so with each shovel-full of dirt they trans- 
formed the land into farms that to this day 
reap the richest harvests of any in the world. 


Jim McCusker, maintenance 
“Yes, we are getting over- 
populated. We can’t find 
work for the ones who are 
here now.” 
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And America was a challenge then. 

History is the same old human story told 
with different accents. The Irish Potato 
Famine brought 4 million people to these 
shores from 1820 to 1920. 

The Irish who came then were mainly 
peasants who could barely speak English. 
The only signs they saw read: No Irish Need 
Apply. Many must have felt like going home. 

But they couldn’t go home. They had to 
make it here. So with every muscle in their 
bodies, they built over 30,000 miles of rail- 
road. In time, new generations were born 
and the Irish became leaders in education, 
founding colleges like Notre Dame, Holy 
Cross and Fordham, among others. 

They pushed their way into business and 
became labor leaders who fought for the 
rights of others, as well as their own, when 
they founded the Knights of Labor, which 


~ was the beginnings of the American Federa- 


tion of Labor. 

During the years 1830 to 1930, more 
Germans came to this country than any 
other group. They didn’t come unskilled. 
They came from a post-Napoleon Europe 
where population growth, hunger and reli- 
gious oppression were problems. These 
Germans were Jews, Catholics and 
Lutherans. 

They brought with them the practice of 
crop rotation and soil conservation. Then 
they moved out West and tamed the Missis- 
sippi Valley. They began industries like 
brewing, food-processing, electrical engi- 
neering, steelmaking and printing. 

The Scandinavians left their countries 
for economic reasons. They came for farm- 
land and moved to the Dakotas, Wisconsin, 
Illinois and Iowa. They developed logging as 
an industry and laid the foundations for the 
dairy and cheese-making industries. 

The Italians gave over 5 million people 
to this country. Most Italian immigrants 
were simple peasants who just wanted a 
prosperous future. They began as ditch- 
diggers and bricklayers and in time they 
moved into banking, food-importing, la- 
bor, education and government. 


D; 


Thang Nguyen, engineering 
science 


design 
“They must cut back, be- 
cause some people come 
over here and they don’t 
want to get a job.” 


” 


cut 


curtailed? 


Micheline Bijjani, interior 


“I think people should come 
here because it’s a better 
place. America is a beautiful 
country. It should not be 


The Jews came with every wave of immi- 
gration from Germany, Spain, Portugal, 
Russia, Poland and other Eastern European 
countries. They began like all immigrants 
and had to do whatever it took to make a 
living in the New World. These immigrants 
took a leadership role in social reform and 
improved working conditions for the poor 
who were exploited in New York sweat- 
shops. 

The greatness of America results not 
only from its energy and its vision, but also 
from its humble birth. People straggled out 
of coffin-ships with nothing but desire: the 
desire to become more than what they were 
in their old countries. All were equal, equally 
poor and equally desperate. 

But enough of sentimentality. 

Immigrants continue to come, but many, 
especially Latinos in California, Texas and 
Washington, are not finding a dream, but a 
nightmare. 

According to William Finnegan, in a 
recent New Yorker article, the school-drop- 
out rate for Latinos is about 50 percent, a 
higher rate than for any other ethnic group. 

The problem isn’t the children or their 
heritage. The problem could be a new eco- 
nomic trend that has little room for un- 
skilled workers, and a public school system 
that is not meeting the educational needs 
of the poor and working-class people. 

If that is so, then we must stop com- 
plaining about the trouble with immigrants. 
Instead, we must become visionaries will- 
ing to invest in their future. After all, in the 
next 50 years, the Latino population is 
expected to reach about 30 million. Latinos 
will then be the largest minority group in 
America. 

Americans, by their history, have always 
been able to look ahead. Let’s not, in an 
effort to be patriotic or protectionist elimi- 
nate the ideal of America as a refuge and a 
place of rebirth. Inthe words of President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt: “Remember, remem- 
ber always, that all of us, and you and I 
especially, are descended from immigrants 
and revolutionists.” 


Aaron Rumack, liberal arts 
“I wouldn't let more people 
in. As for letting fewer 
people in, I don’t know.” 
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Get out of the way...please 


@ Chatting with friends 
while blocking a door 
can cause a disturbance 


ile attending NECC, two things 
have come to my attention. First, 
the campus is small. Second, al- 


though small, people can move around 
freely. At least, that’s how it seems. 

My movement halts at times while walk- 
ing toclass orto my car. Why? This question 
became an obsession. With each day, aggra- 
vation began to set in. 

The stopping only happens in certain 
instances - when trying to enter or exit 
Spurk, passing by a vending machine and 
when people decide to.start talking in front 


of me. 

Nowit’s all starting to make sense. Some- 
how people forget they’re not the only ones 
on campus. 

The culprits getting in the way are those 
who enjoy tasty tobacco products, who 
purchase items from a vending machine or 
stop to talk to a friend. 

Apparently, when smokers get their fix, 
they must stand directly on the steps andin 
front of doorways. Those waiting to use a 
vending machine always seem to form a 
line that stops people who aren’t hungry 
from going any farther. Finally, when people 
recognize a friend, they must stop abruptly 
where they are and talk to them. Again the 
question is why? The following is an at- 
tempt to make sense of it all. 

Scenario 1 “Ah, Nicotine,” starring 
Smokey. 

Frantically racing to get outside, Smokey 
arrives and immediately lights a cigarette. 
“Ah, nicotine,” exhales Smokey. The well- 
deserved and ever-refreshing pull sends 
nicotine racing through the blood stream. 

Numbing of the brain occurs on its 
arrival. No longer able to control move- 
ment in the lower half, Smokey can’t get 


WRIST Oo Teepe 
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]O. Computer hook-ups in dorm rooms allow students to E-mail | 
home for money rather than phoning. 


r/ Metered parking in fron 


tof dorm keeps parents’ visits short, | 


®. Farmore professors have Ph.Ds (93%) than BMWs, 


iE Small class sizes allow personal attention and guarantee 
good seats for slide show presentations, 


G. Number of undergraduate programs (20) exceeds number 


of graduates stil looking for work. | 


5. Famous for law, business, the arts, sciences and “secret sauce” 


they use in their tuna casserole 


OD courses to choose from. (Actually there's 799, but the Math 
Department told us we should round to the nearest hundred.) 


>. Nationally accredited programs of study good for dazzling relatives. 


'. impressive student body thanks to exercise center in residence hall 


Lucky you, there’ stil time to apply. For details about Suffoli’s personal, practical appmach to education, 
ft induding course offerings, degree programs, residence halls and admission requirements, please call 
b)  1800-6-SUFFOLI Ema admesion@admin suffolk edu or write 8 Ashburton Place Boston, MA 02108 


out of the way! 

Being forced outside to smoke may be 
upsetting, and this could be an attempt at 
revenge. Whatever the case may be, just get 
out of the way, please. 

Scenario 2 “Must Eat Food,”- starring 
Hungry. 

Hungry’s stomach says “hello” while 
walking to class. Growling noises sound 
throughout the campus as the need for 
food takes control. Running to the vending 
machine with money in one hand and 
wiping drool with the other, Hungry finds 
a line. 

Joining the line, Hungry stares through 
the glass and thinks, “Must get food!” along 
with the others. Completing the quest for 
yummy, delicious food consumes their ex- 
istence. None realize the barrier they've 
created extending across the hallway. 

When waiting to use something, form- 
ing a line sounds logical. The problem arises 
from where the line ends up. Try forming 
the line to curve away from traffic. Some- 
one take some initiative; whatever hap- 
pens, just get out of the way, please. 

Scenario 3 “I've Got a Friend”- starring 


Talky. 


More Letters 


Talky notices a life form approaching 
while walking to class. The deciphering of 
impulses sent to the brain identify the form 
as human. Not only human, but familiar 
too. Names and faces flash through the 
memory until a match is found. Talky’s 
internal database sends amazing informa- 
tion explaining the person is a friend. 

“Friend,” Talky says, “I've got a friend?” 
Upon reaching a euphoric state of happi- 
ness, all motor skills, save for those in the 
facial region, shut down. This forces Talky 
to stop and talk for hours with a long-lost 
friend. 

There’s nothing wrong with enjoying a 
friendly chat. But since when has standing 
in everyone’s way been a prerequisite to 
conversation. A thought to move to the side 
comes to mind. Whatever you decide, just 
get out of the way, please. 

This attempt to remind us about our 
actions affect others is done in jest. More 
seriously we need to be considerate of those 
around us. Perhaps if we all started adopt- 
ing this theory our world just might be- 
come a better place. Remember, for the 
sake of those around you, get out of the 
way, please. 


To the editor: 

Kate Rawson guest lectured in my 
Developmental Psychology 2 course for 
two years. She increased our awareness 
about the late adulthood stage ofhuman 
development. The students and I were 
impressed with her quick wit, keen in- 
sight, sharp thinking, intelligence and 
her readiness to die. 

Kate’s wish came true on Feb. 13, 
1996. She died at 88-years-old. Kate's 
greatest strengths were her individual- 
ity, linguistic abilities and interpersonal 
skills. She graduated from the Univer- 
sity of Pittsburgh with a master’s degree 
in business. 

Surely, this was unique for her time. 
Up until her death, she read a novel a 
day. During her career she was an editor, 
mother of four and an executive secre- 
tary. During the class lectures, she was 
able to engage the students with her 
charm, genius and intellect. 

What she gave to the students could 
not be measured on an exam. Each of us 
has developed more, emotionally and 


To the editor: 

In response to the editorial printed 
Feb. 28 concerning children in the class- 
room, I must say I sympathize and agree 
with some of your views on this very 
difficult situation. 

However, the article fails to acknowl- 
edge the fact that everyone attending 
NECC is not of the same social structure, 
and situations vary from student to stu- 
dent. 

There are those students who still 
live at home with their parents while 
others are parents with their own homes. 

Though it is true that parents should 
make every effort possible to have their 
children taken care of during vacations, 
we must realize that it is more than just 
a relocation issue, but a financial issue 
as well. 

Average home-care and day-care cen- 
ter prices are anywhere from $75-$140 a 
week, when available. This is an out- 
standing amount of money even for 
students who have it. 
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Thanks Kate, I will miss you 
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Goodbye 

Photo courtesy R.Cirelli 
KATE RAWSON touched many 
lives. 


intellectually, during our adulthood, 
thanks to Kate. 
I'll miss her, and yet her spirit will be 
part of my lectures. 
Roxanne R Cirelli, 
Instructor, psychology department 


Kids in classrooms isn’t cut and dry issue 


This money could be used for books, 
food shopping, or other classes. It is 
unfortunate that the single-parent fam- 
ily numbers are as high as they are 
today, but this does not constitute an 
end to an individual's dream of achiev- 
ing an education. 

We, as a society, benefit when single 
parents are given the opportunity to 
educate themselves, rise above the pov- 
erty line, and stand on their own. It is 
commendable that they choose to make 
it to class as opposed to staying home. It 
demonstrates a hunger for education 
and a concern for the future. 

We must sympathize with the situa- 
tions these parents are facing. They're 
just as unhappy about bringing the kids, 
as you are about having them there. We 
should have more patience and under- 
standing toward their determination to 
make a better life for themselves and 
their children. Besides, chances are these 
situations are few and far between. ~ 

Maurice Aguiler, criminal justice 


Eighth grade & under, free. 
Bring your own chess set for our four round Swiss Tourney 
For more information, call Geoff at (508) 373-1608. 
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Potential fees cut may hurt students next fall 


@ continued from page 1 


The proposed cut would save each stu- 
dent $4.10 per credit hour for their classes 
at NECC. For instance, someone signing up 
for 12 credits would spend $492 in fees. 
Under the 10 percent cut, students would 
instead spend $442.80, saving just over $49. 
By combining the tuition reduction with 
the proposed tuition cut, a student spend- 
ing $1,200 in both would instead pay $1,080 
for the semester. 

“Where do we make up the money? We 
still have bills to pay,” said Doug Jack, head 
of the All College Council's finance commit- 
tee. “How're we going to do it?I don’t know. 
We can’t handle, as an institution, any 
further reductions in revenue in our envi- 
ronment; ‘in our environment’ meaning 
what the government is not providing.” 

Gene Wintner, head of the All College 
Council, said the Massachusetts legislature 
should provide the college with more fund- 
ing to reduce students’ expenses, rather 
than decreasing the college’s fees. 

“The cut is politically motivated,” he 
said. “If the governor (William Weld) and 
Jim Carlin (head of HECC) were really inter- 
ested in helping the students in the public 
system, and making the costs of higher 
public education lower for our students, 
they would be giving the institution more 
money rather than reducing our fees by 10 
percent,” he said. 

“It sounds good and plays well in the 
media. People say, ‘Oh yes, they want to 
decrease the costs for students. All they 
have to do to decrease the costs for students 
is to increase the budget from the legisla- 
ture.” 

Wintner said he wishes students’ costs 
were cheaper, but said the dilemma is un- 
fortunate, and NECC cannot afford to lose 
money from fees. 

“Everybody here would love for the stu- 
dents to pay less money. Find me one per- 
son in the administration or faculty mem- 
ber that thinks students shouldn’t pay less,” 
"he said. “The point is that the institution 
will be hurting itself if it reduces fees by 10 
percent. What are we supposed to do, stop 
cleaning buildings? Don’t plow the parking 
lot when it snows? Provide less security?” 

Of the 15 state community colleges, 
NECC has one of the three cheapest costs 
per credit. While NECC charges $81, Roxbury 
and Bunker Hill Community College cost 
$80. On the high side, Mt. Wachusett stu- 
dents spend $105 per credit, and those at 
Greenfield Community College pay $97.66. 

William Lane, head of the trustees’ fi- 
nance committee, said the cost for attend- 
ing NECC is already “very efficient” and a 


Student dies suddenly 
@ continued from page 1 

next month with a de- 
gree in biology and a 
certificate in biotechnol- 
ogy. He was on the 
Dean’s and President’s 
List, and won an award 
for composition excel- 
lence in 1995. 

Michael Kolitila, 
Ackerman’s faculty ad- 
viser, was shocked. 

“Many people here will be devastated by 
his passing,” Koilitila said. “And will try to 
figure out why.” 

Students remember Ackerman for his 
good nature and friendship. “I can picture 
him walking past me with a big smile on his 
face,” said Dan Chapman, student senate 
secretary. “He was always laughing.” 

“He was always out there helping oth- 
ers,” student Michelle Varas said. “Maybe 
we can do something for the person he was, 
and not remember the way he went out.” 

Edward Deshuytner, assistant dean of 
Math, Science and Technology department, 
praised Ackerman’s many contributions. 

“He loved science,” Deshuytner said, 
“And he knew that’s where his heart was.” 

For two years, Ackerman was president 
of the Science and Technology Club. 

Ackerman is survived by his mother, 
Janet Kramer of Haverhill, and father, Bruce 
Ackerman of Salisbury. He also leaves two 
brothers and a sister. 

Donations can be made to the Paul 
Ackerman Memorial Fund, care of the col- 
lege. ete - &\ b etc) David C: Miller 


sae 


P. Ackerman 


cut could hurt a student’s education. 

“Is it fair to jeopardize what could hap- 
pen witha 10 percent cut when the college’s 
cost is low? Absolutely not,” Lane said. 

Though the cut would decrease students’ 
costs, the end result could potentially hurt 
the spectrum of classes and programs of- 
fered at the college. Though Hartleb said he 
would not allow the quality of an NECC 
education to decrease, the college must 
attempt to balance off the impact of cuts to 
its funding. 

A decrease in money may push the col- 
lege to eliminate some of its offered pro- 
grams. 

Wintner feels the wrong people would 
benefit if the board passes-the 10 percent 
fees cut. He said the cut may help students, 
but the impact would hurt them more. 

“Maybe Gov. Weld or Jimmy Carlin wins 
if it makes them look good in the minds of 
somebody, maybe it helps them politically,” 
he said. “I don’t think it’s going to help 
anyone at Northern Essex, unless to put a 
few more dollars in students’ pockets, maybe 
enough to buy more beer over the course of 
the year.” 

Wintner does not stand alone. Carmen 
Russell, student senate president, said the 
proposal hurts students, while helping the 
wrong people. 

“In the general public’s eye, they look at 
Weld and say, ‘Wow, he’s making it easier 
for college students to attend school,’” he 
said. “It sounds like a savings to students, 
but only until you see how much students 
save compared to the decrease in the 
college’s services.” 

Russell said a consensus among student 
senators shows they are against the move. 

Jason Faria, Haverhill’s student senate 
vice president, said students would be “ec- 
static” to hear they may save the 10 percent 
in fees. Although he supports cutting stu- 
dents’ costs, he disapproves of HECC’s pro- 
posal. 

“If the college is losing 10 percent of 
each student’s fees, then the money has to 
‘be made up from somewhere,” he said. “If 
the state wants to cut down the cost, then 
it should provide the college with more 
money.” 

But it is unlikely the Massachusetts Leg- 
islature will provide the college with more 
money. 

In recent years, the Weld administration 
has cut higher public education on an an- 
nual basis. 

The college stands to lose approximately 
$600,000 if fees are cut, according to Joseph 
Brown, dean of administrative services. 

He said 80-85 percent of the college's 
expenses go to workers’ salaries, and a cut 
in fees could mean having to reduce NECC’s 
staff. 

The possibility for another enrollment 
decline and the unsureness of what the 
state will provide in its maintenance bud- 
get, “leaves the college in a catch-22,” Brown 
said. 

Lane said the trustees will hold off vot- 
ing on the cutback until probably May. 
Hartleb asked the trustees to hold off the 
vote until he had a better idea of what the 
state legislature will allot the college. 

Jack said the cut would force the college 
to cut back on its spending. He said the 
NECC cannot offer the same services with 
less money. 

“This institution is like trying to get 10 
pounds out of a 5 pound bag now,” Jack 
said. “If you reduce that 5 pound bag toa 4 
pound bag, and you're still trying to get 10 
pounds out - you can’t do it. Something has 
to give and the students have to understand 
that.” 

Brown said the cut significantly hurts 
the state’s less expensive schools (which 
includes NECC), while the colleges with 
higher costs per credit are not as severely 
impacted. 

He said HECC should have set an appro- 
priate rate which would impact all commu- 
nity colleges the same, as opposed to sug- 
gestion the 10 percent cut across the board. 

Although Lane said he has not decided 
for or against the proposed cut, much of the 
decision stems from the amount Massachu- 
setts legislature sets aside for the college. 

“It all depends on the state budget,” he 
said. “I couldn't find it in my heart to vote 
to cut fees if I felt the education at 
NECC would suffer.” | : 


The way the ball bounces 
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SCENES LIKE this may not be seen as frequently on campus next 
semester. Student activities cuts will affect aspects of student life, 
including sports and other recreational and academic activities. 


Activities to take 
10 percent cutback 


® Opinions vary over 
student activity fee 
issues and where DCE 
money should go 


By DAVID C. MILLER 
News Editor 


nearly $30,000 from next year’s stu 

dent activity fund (SAF), the student 
senate finance committee has proposed 
budget cuts to many special-interest 
clubs and campus organizations. 

Cuts will not be made to any club’s 
budget for the remainder of the semes- 
ter. 

On March 25, student senate trea- 
surer, Mark Manning, sent club advisers 
a memorandum detailing preliminary 
allocations for the coming year. 

According to the memo, the SAF bud- 
get is down nearly $30,000 from last 
year. The reason: less income from fees 
due to the enrollment decline. 

“While we would have preferred to 
give everybody additional money this 
year, that was not possible,” the memo 
says. 

“The preliminary allocations were es- 
tablished after many hours of reviewing 
the past activities of your organization 
and your goals for next year.” 

Manning said it is hard and difficult 
to determine where cuts should be made. 

“I want to squeeze as much activity 
out of the dollars we have,” he said. “But 
with the low enrollment, there’s not 
much we could do.” 

The SAF is funded by a $4 per credit 
charge levied on all students attending 
classes during the day. Although Divi- 
sion of Continuing Education tuition is 
the same, DCE students do not pay a 
student activity fee. Instead, an annual 
contribution of $10,000 is made by DCE 
to the SAF. 

Student senate vice president, Jason 
Faria, questioned the accuracy of the 
$10,000 figure. 

“The DCE students are charged the 
same amount anyway,” he said. “But the 
$4 isn’t coming to us, it’s going to the 
college.” 

Faria, who serves on the student sen- 
ate finance committee, is concerned that 
the budget contains funding for items 
he considers unrelated to student activi- 
ties. 

For example, Faria said the college 


I n compliance with a proposal to trim 


should pick up the cost of printing the 
student handbook. 

“The college deems some of the infor- 
mation in those handbooks neccesary to 
distribute to students,” Faria said. “So 
why should the student activities pay for 
it?” 

According to Manning, it cost nearly 
$5,000 to publish the handbook. A $3,500 
contribution toward the cost was made 
from the SAF, and an additional $1,500 
was raised through advertisement sales. 

Before the student senate can create 
and implement the SAF budget, it needs 
accurate financial information. This 
comes from Joseph Brown, dean of ad- 
ministrative services. 

Brown’s estimated budget for fiscal 
year '96 was $261,000, and for fiscal year 
"97, it is $235,000. 

To arrive at that figure, Brown simply 
added the numbers of students enrolled 
full-time during the fall and spring se- 
mesters. Next, he multiplied the total by 
15 credits, then multiplies that total 
again by $4. 

On Feb. 13, Brown submitted the SAF 
income figures to both Manning and 
Arthur Signorelli, student activities di- 
rector. Brown said he came up with his 
estimates prior to the state ordered fee 
and tuition cuts recommended by Gov. 
William Weld. 

He is concerned with both the man- 
dated cuts and the decrease in enroll- 
ment. 

“All I know is that there are fewer 
students,” Brown said, “And that results 
in less dollars going to student activi- 
ties.” 

Although he said he was unaware of 
the specific amounts recommended to 
the clubs by the senate, Brown said the 
responsibility to allocate the $235,000 
should benefit the majority of students. 
Still, he praised the work the senate did 
on this years budget. 

“I'm sure Mark Manning and com- 
pany are having the same problems that 
I do,” Brown said. “That you can’t make 
everybody happy.” 

According to Laurel Obert, faculty 
adviser to Parnassus, approval of the 
recomended $800 cut will limit the num- 
ber of pages of next year’s two issues. A 
larger cut might do away with an issue 
entirely. 

“It's not like we have a lot of alterna- 
tives to the funding we get,” she said. 

“Either the school funds the maga- 
zine adequately or it doesn’t.” 

The senate will vote on the budget 
cut and then forward their recommen- 
dations to Hartleb and the trustees. 
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Legislators debate impact | . 
of new state budget policies 


® continued from page 1 

co-hosts for the two-hour long meeting 
were Marjorie Goudreault, board of trust- 
ees chairwoman, Stanley Koplik, Higher 
Education Coordinating Council chancel- 
lor, Senators John O’Brien and Dempsey. 

Serious doubts arose concerning the 
building of NECC’s performing arts center, 
which was recently approved by the state 
legislature, and the proposed Fair Share 
Act, which would restructure the way Mas- 
sachusetts higher education is paid. 

“Fair Share is a very simple concept,” 
Koplik said. “Students’ share should be 25 
percent, and the state institutions should 
be 75 percent. It doesn’t matter if you go to 
Berkshire Community College, Mass Bay, 
Bunker Hill or Northern Essex, you'll pay 25 
percent.” 

Repairs and deferred maintenance of 
community colleges throughout Massachu- 
setts may cause problems for the construc- 
tion of a performing arts center on the 
Haverhill campus, according to Koplik. 

“There is far more demand than there 
are dollars for similar building projects at 
community colleges across Massachusetts,” 
he said. “We have roughly $97 million in 
requests for deferred maintenance and re- 
pairs. We must take care of these problems 
before building an arts center at Northern 
Essex.” 

Although a bond authorization for a 
performing arts center has been passed by 
the state legislature, Koplik’s budget has 
just $25 million for new projects that must 
be shared by all state schools. 

“You use to hear the expression ‘waiting 
for the other shoe to drop,’ but the only 
problem is the other shoe has a long way to 
drop,” Koplik said. “Northern Essex is in 
line for the funding, but it just has to wait.” 

The arts complex isn’t the only pressing 
matter these days, although it does fit in 
with the idea of cutting student tuition and 
fees. The Fair Share Act, or the lowering of 
student percentage paid toward their edu- 
cation while the state’s percentage rises 
was also discussed. 

“Fair Share would equalize the way com- 
munity colleges are funded,” Hartleb said. 
“Now the state’s share of funding is only 49 
percent; this is less than half of the opera- 
tion.” 

O'Brien addressed Koplik's point that it 
will be tough to reduce fees and tuition and 
still expect to build an arts complex. 

“You can’t have it both ways. We are 
losing sight of accountability,” he said. “You 
can't have a tuition cut and build a fine arts 
center or get new computer labs and nurs- 
ing labs put in Lawrence.” 

Student Trustee Lucy Gagnon disagrees 
with funding not being available for a re- 
duction in tuition, a fine arts center and 
labs in Lawrence. 

“Ifyou want something bad enough, you 
find ways to get it done,” she said. “Here at 
Northern Essex, we have devoted students 
and faculty who will get things done.” 

The Fair Share Act, sponsored by the 
Senate Ways and Means Committee Chair- 


man, Stan Rosenberg of Amherst, simply 
says that students should pay only 25 per- 
cent of their tuition bill, while the state 
pays the remaining 75 percent. 

But by looking into the actual written 
proposal, the 75/25 percent isn’t set in 
stone. Jason Faria, student senate vice 
president, attended the meeting and voiced 
the concern of student government offi- 
cials who attended a conference at UMass/ 
Amherst recently. 

In reading from a section of The Educa- 
tion Declaration, put together by those 
attending the conference, Faria stressed: 

“We support the theory of the Fair Share 
legislation filed by Sen. Stan Rosenberg and 
Rep. Ellen Story which calls for the state 
and students to bear their ‘fair share’ of the 
cost of education,” he said. “But there is a 
section in the bill that states if there isn’t 
enough funding, it can be eliminated with- 
out any afterthought.” 

In the final paragraph of Section 3, 15B, 
of the Fair Share Act, it states: 

“If, in any fiscal year, the commonwealth 
fails to appropriate a sum equal to the prior 
year appropriation plus inflation, as deter- 
mined by the higher education price index 
adjusted by the subtraction of personal 
costs from the index, the provisions of this 
section shall be null and void for that fiscal 
year.” 

Faria also expressed concerns on the 5- 
10 percent tuition reduction in general. It is 
his feeling that any reduction in tuition 
must be balanced by an increase of about 8 
percent in state funding. 

“We would support the reduction in 
tuition if we’re assured of an increase in 
state funding,” he said. “Ifthe state funding 
doesn’t increase and tuition is reduced, 
then students won't be receiving a quality 
education.” 

A campus incentive aid grant, which 
Gov. William Weld has added to his House 
1 budget proposal, is slated to balance the 
tuition reduction, but Faria doesn't see it 
that way. 

“Sure the campus incentive aid grant 
would work, if every school received $1 
million of the $50 million available,” Faria 
said. “But that’s not going to happen. Schools 
must apply to the state for a portion of the 
money, and certain schools will receive 
more than others.” 

NECC keeps only fees, and tuition goes 
into a statewide pool and is given back to 
the schools as needed. So where NECC now 
receives an average of about $11 million 
back from the state, it might be less or more 
under the governor's plan. That will depend 
totally on how much is allocated to NECC 
from the aid grant. 

Fair Share seems more of a reasonable 
plan, according to Faria, but it is one sec- 
tion that scares him. 

“What's the point of offering people an 
education, no matter how cheap, if it’s not 
good,” Faria said. 

Rep. FrankG. Cousins from Newburyport, 
supports the Fair Share Act. 

“I feel that the Fair Share Act is a great 
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FAIR SHARE ACT backer, Rep. Frank Cousins, of Newburyport, discusses 
details with President David Hartleb at the recent legislators’ meeting. 


way to allow inexpensive education to who- 
ever wants one,” he said. 

Gagnon asked the group what their feel- 
ings were concerning high school drop 
outs. 

Sen. James Jajuga of Methuen is unsure 
the cuts are the only real solution to getting 
children off the streets and into school. 

“Of course reduction cuts are nice,” 
Jajuga said. “But are those cuts going to 
solve the increasing problem of high school 
dropouts? I truly feel the key to education’s 
future is through the family. Legislators 
have to sit down and meet with families.” 

Koplik had an entirely different approach. 

“The drop out rate will probably keep 
increasing,” Koplik said. “Frankly, there’s 
more talk than action when it comes to 
finding a solution to the problem.” 

Koplik’s remarks were faced with skep- 
ticism, however. 

“Kids really want to do the right thing,” 
Cousins insisted. “I’ve taken many trips to 
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grammar schools and high schools where 
the kids all say they want to further their 
education, but they end up getting lost in 
the shuffle.” 

To make the college a better place of 
higher learning which would attract more 
students, Hartleb feels fund-raising is a key 
factor. 

“We are starting a serious effort to gain 
more money through fund-raising,” he said. 
“With the planned reduction, we will defi- 
nitely need this extra cash flow.” 

Hartleb also expressed his concern about 
not receiving funding from the state for the 
fine arts, Center for Business and Industry 
and computer centers. 

“It is something we seriously need,” he 
said. “We don’t have a theatre, or a real 
distinct place for business majors to study. 
The best approach would be to ask for about 
$200,000 as planning money to make the 
building plans perfect. Maybe then the gov- 
ernor won't have a reason to say no.” 


Tired, stressed out, 
not enough time to 
do all you have to... 


Call Danielle Plante-Healey 
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News Briefs 


Faculty views on textbook costs vary 


@ Differences in book 
prices reflect teachers’ 
discriminating tastes 
in course materials 


By CARMEN RUSSELL 
Staff Reporter 


ECC students pay less for textbooks 
N than students at other colleges. They 

may, however, still be paying more 
than necessary. 

Further study in a comparison of text- 
book prices reflects a prominent faculty 
role in determining the cost of students’ 
class books. Instructors may choose text- 
books and class materials for their courses 
without regard to the price. According to 
Mary Prunty, associate dean, academic ser- 
vices, the administration chooses not to 
interfere. : 

“We wouldn’t want to impose any guide- 
lines,” she said. “I would be fearful of the 
possibility of a control of education. I 
wouldn’t want to tell the faculty what to do. 
That’s not my job.” 

But Prunty recommends faculty to al- 
ways be aware of the price of the books they 
are choosing. Since prices vary by titles and 
publishers, their choice dictates how much 
students must pay for their textbooks. 

In a comparison, for example, if stu- 
dents took a course load consisting of Intro- 
duction to Sociology, Introduction to Psy- 
chology, English Composition I and Ameri- 
can Literature II this semester, the teachers 
they selected could make a considerable 
difference in the cost of their books. 

If they chose Selma Singer, Paula 
Strangie, Linda Krause and George Bailey 
for these courses, the bookstore register 
would have rung up $226.33. 

If, instead they sat in the classes of 
Joseph Rizzo, Jim Bradley, Susan Sanders 
and Marjory Martin, they would have shelled 
out $147.42. Choosing their courses selec- 
tively could have saved them $78.91. 

Two key factors explain the differences 
in the cost to the student. The choice of a 
publisher is one. Rizzo, for example, re- 
quested Harcourt’s Sociology: An Introduction 
at $21.39 per copy. Singer opted for Sociology 
published by Allyn and Bacon, which runs 
$49.29; $27.90 more. That doesn’t include 
two other texts Singer recommends. 

For psychology, Strangie ordered Allyn 
and Bacon’s World of Psychology at a cost to 
the student of $53.49. Bradley saved stu- 
dents $15.34 by selecting Psychology from 
Benchmark. 

Some instructors require multiple books, 
another component of the toll for books. 
While Bailey’s American Literature II cost 
$65.34 in books, Martin's resulted in a bill 
of only $37.20. Both ordered a literature 
anthology at the same rate ($37.20), but 
Bailey also required Farewell to Arms ($9.30), 
Beloved ($10.23), and The Age of Innocence 
($8.37). 

When both factors come together, the 
difference grows even further. For her En- 
glish Composition I classes, Krause required 
Harper Collins’s Writer’s Reader, for which 
the bookstore charged $25.11. Sanders only 
mandated the MLA Handbook for Writers of 
Research Papers for $11.62, creating a differ- 
ence of $13.49. Kraus, however, included 
Writing Well, Indians or Us?, and Guide to 
MLA Documentation, bringing the price of 
books for her class to $58. 

Nonetheless, most faculty feel their de- 
cisions are justified, citing their books as 
academically the best, often viewing doz- 
ens of titles before settling on the one that 
most fits their teaching style. 

Strangie defended her choice, declaring 
World of Psychology easily worth the $53 
students had to pay for it. 

“This book is phenomenal,” she said. “I 


George Bailey 


will definitely use this book again.” 

Even though the comparison found Sand- 
ers “inexpensive,” she defends her col- 
leagues ability to freely choose their course 
materials, citing variations in their teach- 
ing styles. 

“The difference is pedagogy,” she said. 
“Instructors work in different ways. I use 
handouts. I find I get stale using the same 
textbook all the time, but not everyone 
works that way.” 

Prunty agrees, noting a few examples of 
what instructors look for in different books. 

“Maybe there is emphasis on research or 
sample questions,” she stated. “Sometimes 
there is supplemental information in text- 
books which are worth paying for. It may 
¢ost more because it is a better textbook.” 

Catherine Pirri, chair of the math de- 
partment, declared Wiley’s Calculus by 
Howard Anton the best book available. 

“You want a book that is very readable 
and has excellent problems,” she explained. 
“Anton was an English minor, so it is a very 
readable text. He is a highly respected au- 
thor.” 

The math department agreed to use 
Anton, although Pirri agreed there was 
some dissent. The department considered 
other books, but eventually decided they 
were more difficult to understand, which 
Pirri says is worthless to the students re- 
gardless of how much they pay for it. They 
discarded the brief edition, which Bradford 
College uses, because ofits lack of material. 

“It’s missing one-third of the text,” Pirri 
said. “It doesn’t have all the chapters they 
need for Calculus III. Bradford’s courses are 
smaller than ours, their Calculus III doesn’t 
go as far as ours does because they don’t 
have programs that need it, such as engi- 
neering and math majors. Students eventu- 
ally realize the book [we use] is actually for 
three semesters. That’s $25 per semester.” 

Bailey feels textbooks are appropriately 
priced, noting they are an investment for a 
lifetime. 

“I would encourage students to look at 
how they pay other expenses,” he said. 
“What is the price of a good ticket to see the 
Bruins or Celtics, Calvin Klein jeans, Nike 
cross trainers, four CD’s or a carton of 
cigarettes? The criticism is coming from 
people who do not buy books. They're ex- 
pressing opinions not judgments. Textbooks 
are being used to help students move for- 
ward in their academic lives,” he said. 

Bailey compared the earning differences 
between those with a college degree and 
those without, stating books are a small 
price to pay to achieve the higher end of the 
pay spectrum. He also explained his choice 


“I would encourage stu- 
dents to look at how they 
pay other expenses. What 
is the price of a good 
ticket to see the Bruins or 
Celtics, Calvin Klein jeans, 
Nike cross trainers, four 
CD’s or a carton of ciga- 
rettes? The criticism is 
coming from people who 
do not buy books. They’re 
expressing opinions not 
judgments. Textbooks are 
being used to help stu- 
dents move forward in 
their academic lives.” 


of anthology and additional books. 

“I wish to supplement the anthology, 
which by definition is limited. It adds a 
dimension which otherwise wouldn’t be 
present. The Norton anthology is the best. 
The editing is superior and it contains more 
material.” 

Still, for some, price is at least a minor 
factor. 

“There are some teachers who call me to 
check the price of books,” said Joe Belanger, 
NECC bookstore manager, “but they are 
going to pick the book they feel is best for 
the course.” 

Sanders feels most at least consider the 
price and Prunty agrees. 

“They certainly are aware of what the 
cost of textbooks are and that it has drasti- 
cally increased over the years.” 

“I am scrupulous about price,” Strangie 
said. “I haven’t used a hard cover book in 15 
years.” 

Displaying a list of book prices they are 
considering for Intermediate Algebra, Pirri 
said her department makes price a factor. 

“It is an enormous amount of work to 
review a text book for a course, but price is 
always a category we look at. Four dollars 
can be significant,” she said showing two 
books with a $4 difference being consid- 
ered. “We have to determine if one book is 
really worth that additional $4.” 

Some instructors also seek to diminish 
the cost to students. For a class on 
Shakespeare, Sanders made her students 
find used copies of their books. She noted, 
however, that can’t be done for other 
courses. Many instructors also order the 
cheaper alternative of paperbacks, Belanger 
says. 

Dover Books delivers another option with 
their classics series at only 93 cents a copy. 
Barbara Stachniewicz requires 13 books for 
her English Composition II section, but 
since she ordered six from Dover, her class 
paid less than $26. Although not all literary 
titles are available from Dover, they may 
still save students considerable money. 

As far as what students can do, Prunty 
says they should let their teachers know if 
they feel strongly about the cost of books. 

No one denies books are expensive, but 
most agree students are a captive buying 
block. Education costs big money and so do 
the tools. 

“It’s the nature of the beast,” Sanders 
noted. “You want to be a student, you have 
to buy the textbooks.” 

“Students have a right to complain about 
this issue,” Prunty added. “Books are costly; 
there is no other way about it.” 

Part 2 in a 3 part series. 


Classified Ads oe, 


Wait Staff Needed: Part and Full time 
positions available at Bullpen Restaurant, 
Rte. 28 North Reading. Any questions, stop 
by for immediate openings. 

508-664-9889. 


LAW ENFORCEMENT 
CAREER COUNSELING SERVICE 
For information on becoming a police 


officer,state trooper or federal agent call or 
write: 

LECCS 

Halfmoon Bay 

Barnstead, NH 03225 

(603)776-7788 


Summer Employment 
North Shore’s fastest growing moving and 


storage company seeks helpers to assist 
with commerical and residential moves. 
Ask for details about our Student Bonus 
Program. Call Connie Kaminski 

800- 732-3425 Ext., 3326 or in NH 800-225- 
3688. 


Call ext. 2634 today 
with your classified ad 


es [3 es > 
Slip and ‘slides 
Re ee Plum Island in the 

early years is a passion Nancy 
Weare loves to share with others. 

The author of Plum Island: The Way 
It Was, Weare will share her love for 
the island during a slide show Thurs- 
day, April 4, at 2 p.m., at Northern 
Essex Community College. 

Weare said she realized there were 
few people who remembered Plum 
Island the way she remembered it, 
and she wanted to keep those memo- 
ries alive. 

“I love the island with such a pas- 
sion I would hate to see the memories 
die,” she has said. 

Weare will present slides about 
the days of the first settlers to the 
1930s on Plum Island. 

A Newburyport native, Weare 
graduated from the Massachusetts 
College OF Art in 1947. She became a 
graphics editor at Ginn and Co., a 
textbook publishing house in Boston. 

She later earned a master’s degree 
in special education at Fitchburg State 
College and taught children with mild 
learning disabilities at the George W. 
Brown School until 1990. 

Researching and writing the Plum 
Island book was a major retirement 
project. 

Sponsored by the Life Long Learn- 
ing lecture series, the program is 
designed for seniors, but all are wel- 
come to attend. This free lecture will 
be held in the Bentley Library confer- 
ence area at the college’s Haverhill 
campus. 

Life Long Learning is a program of 
lectures, study groups and trips for 
older adults and anyone who would 
like to participate. The campus is 
accessible for the physically chal- 
lenged. 

For more information about the 
Life Long Learning program or this 
lecture, call 508-374-3688. 


Rad. Tech makes 
improves grade 


he Radiologic Technology pro- 

gram of NECC has been notified 
that its graduating class of 1995 had 
a 100 Percent pass rate in the na- 
tional exam for radiography. 

The exam is given by the Ameri- 
can Registry of Radiologic Technolo- 
gists. 

In addition, NECC has increased 
the average test score from an 81 to 
83 to 86 for the past two years. 

The associate in science degree 
program in radiologic technology fea- 
tures class work focusing on the radi- 
ology field as well as clinical experi- 
ence working at affiliate hospitals. 

Students will ready to take the 
national board examination when 
they graduate. The successful comple- 
tion of this exam qualifies one to be 
employed as a registered radiologic 
technologist. 


Women needed 
for workshops 


hat do you think about 

women’s status in the media? 
In the workplace? In the community? 
Got an opinion ora burningissue you 
want to discuss? 

Plan to attend a topic discussion 
group help weekly at NECC. 

The group, held Tuesdays at noon 
at the college’s Haverhill campus, 
encourages students, staff and com- 
munity members to express their 
concerns about gender-related issues. 

It is sponsored by the college's 
Women's Resource Network. 

In addition to the discussion group, 
the WRN also offers a writing group 
for those who like to write. Partici- 
pants enjoy exercises that stimulate 
creativity and are able to share their 
work in an encouraging environment. 

The group meets every Wednes- 
day at 10 a.m. 
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Student scholarships available now 


® Long list of awards 
open to students in need 
of financial assistance 
By DONNA SIMPSON 


Staff Reporter 

f you need money to help pay your way 
I here at NECC, ask for it. Applications for 
scholarships are available in the finan- 
cial aid office. 

Financial aid services has made it easy 
for students because a standard application 
form covers over 20 separate available schol- 
arships. The award dollars are listed, as well 
as the name of the sponsors and their 
special interest in your qualifications. 

Deborah Leduke, assistant dean for fi- 
nancial aid, issued a list containing a de- 
scription of the scholarships and their cri- 
teria early in March. The following are the 
names of various scholarships: 

The NECC staff association scholarship, 
the Northern Essex Alumni Association 
Scholarship, the NECC Alumni Overseas 
Scholarship, the Francis J. Bevilacqua Schol- 
arship and the Continuing Professional Edu- 
cation Scholarship. 

The Dental Scholarships: the Milton J. 
Myers Memorial Dental Scholarship, the 
Dr. Bill Gemmell Memorial Dental Scholar- 
ship, the Merrimack Valley Dental Society 
Scholarship, the Friends of NECC Scholar- 
ship, the Lois Gigliotti Memorial Scholar- 
ship, the Adonica Kelleher Memorial Schol- 
arship, the Class of 1995 LPN Scholarship, 
the Noela and Dennis Murphy Registered 
Nursing Scholarship, the Massachusetts Po- 
lice Foundation Scholarship. 

The Edwin Oliveira Memorial Scholar- 
ship, the NECC Overseas Scholarship, the 
Donald Pailes Memorial Scholarship, the 
Raney Family Memorial Scholarship, the 
“Jake” Rurak Memorial Scholarship, the 
NECC Science and Technology Club Schol- 
arship and the NECC Study Abroad Scholar- 
ship. 

Astudent seeking a scholarship needs to 
write a statement concerning their future 
plans and the influences that brought them 
to this point. A recommendation form is 
also attached for an appropriate person 
complete, sign and return. 

Scholarship seekers must fill out an 


Tuition 
Reimbursement 
Up to $6,000 
per Year 
(*selected 
shifts) 


Full-time 
Benefits 


porns 


* 12:30 to 5:30 p.m. 
*°11 p.m. to 3 a.m. 


your UPS Recruiter on campus 


Required Reading 


$8 Per Hour + 3-5 Hour Shifts +» Monday - Friday 


Here's a simple assignment for any college student - one which could pay off for 
the rest of your life. Take a look at the information in this ad and compute how 
much college money you're eligible for when you work as a Part-time Package 
Handler with UPS. Work one of the following shifts: 


**3 to 8 am. 


lf your math worked out correctly, you came up with a 
staggering figure. Now here's how you get the job: 


Apply in person at UPS any Thursday from 2-4 p.m., 90 
Brick Kiln Road, Chelmsford, MA, (508) 441-3414 or see 


WORKING FOR STUDENTS WHO WORK FOR US. 
UPS DELIVERS EDUCATION 


PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION IS NOW AVAILABLE (12:30-5:30 P.M. SHIFT ONLY) 
THROUGH THE LOWELL REGIONAL TRANSIT AUTHORITY. 
FOR UPDATED BUS SCHEDULES PLEASE CALL (508) 452-6161. 


UPS is an equal opportunity employer 


application, sign it with apersonal state- 
ment and return them to Leduke at the 
financial aid office. 

Scholarships that require separate ap- 
plications are: the Harold Bentley Memorial 
Scholarship, the NECC Faculty Association 
Scholarship, the NECC Foundation Scholar- 
ship Program, the Administrators Associa- 
tion Scholarships, the John Spurk Memo- 
rial Scholarship along with the Veterans 
and Service Person Scholarships. 

Applications for these scholarships, and 
others, are obtained at the financial aid 
office. The incentive to provide help insures 
benefits for the provider and the recipient. 
By providing fresh talent the student is a 
viable presence in today’s world. 

The Scholarship Book, Fourth Edition, by 
Daniel J. Cassidy, and the Complete Guide to 
Private Sector Scholarships, Grants, and Loans 
for Undergraduates is available to be used as 
a source of information at the financial aid 
Office. 

Closer to home, the Haverhill Demo- 
cratic City Committee offers a $500 scholar- 
ship. A deadline of May 3 is stated and 
applications must be postmarked by May 2. 


| WESTGATE 
CINEMAS 


Tired and need a break... 
College students needs this ad 
and valid college ID: 


Admission $ 2 


Happy Easter 


Call the 24 hour Movie 
Hot-line: 508-374-2200 


Relax and take exit 49, off Rt. 
495 onto Lowell Ave. in Haver- 
hill. Left alongside 
The Westgate Shopping Plaza. 


TICKETS EXPIRES 5-31-96 


Potential 
Promotion 
Within 

A Year 


*6 to 11 p.m. 


= 


scesveeesnicesdaeeen 


Custom Black and 
White and Color 
Enlargements 


Plaza 125 


Plaistow, N.H. 03865 
603-382-7499 


SS ee 
™" DHZTO SR@P 


QUALITY ONE HOUR PHOTO FINISHING 


TEMPORARY SERVICES 


10 New England Business Center 
Andover, MA 01810 
FAX: 508-682-0470 


——— 


© MANPOWER’ 


@ Assembler 


electrical, entry level & mechanical 


# Customer Service 

¢ Data Entry Operators 
Office Clerks 
Receptionist 

@ Shippers 

@ Warehouse Workers 
@ And more. .. 


We have full-time, part-time, and some temporary to permanent opportunities! 
Since you will be working for the world’s largest service, MANPOWER 

Temporary Services, benefits such as paid holidays and health insurance are 
available. If working in a growing company with many diversified challenges 
interests you bring a friend to register and upon their working 40 hours you 
become eligible for a $50 Award of Appreciation. Even if you have one day a 
week or long term and transportation we encourage you to apply. 


9 Call us today or see you at the General Job Fair, April 
17, Spurk Building [C] - 508-685-7778 


el ekesrey4 11-0099 


Friday: April 5 & 12 
: Elite Modeling+ JAM'S 94.5 
Presents 
“Classy Male Model Search” 
Hosted by 
“94, 5's famous Amy Heart & Fast Freddie 
: Suits / Tuxedos could help you win a 
. trip to Elite Modeling in New York 


Routh Main St., Bradford, Ma 


ok 


Saturday: April 6 & 13 


“Dance Party Fever” 


Ladies Nite w / todays hottest music 


Ladies with guest free before 11 p.m. 


Doors open at 9 p.m. 


¢ $1 Cover 


Friday: April 5 
Beat the rest in fun and talent 
: “Our Famous LOD Dart Tourney” 
: Coming on April 20: No party is too smafl — Jam-Fest = 5 Bands + Hot & Cold Buffet « 


125's SCOREBOARD SPORTS BAR 


Open 7 nights a week at 5 p.m. right alongside CLUB OASIS 
Every Wednesday: 


Every Sunday: 
Free pool 7-11 p.m. 


eee eee eee ee eee 


: Live Rock'n “Wits End” 
a Always a_ a 21 +Club ¢ Proper dress with ID required 


eeeee eee eee 


SAAS Seer een ee 


General Job Fair on April 1, 1995 in | Spurk [C} Buildin 


NECC 
Spring Job 


Fair 


Sponsored by the Office of Placement, Northern Essex Community College 


Time: Wednesday from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. — Storm date: 4-18-96 
For more information call Abbott Rice or Cindy Pettengill at 508-374-3670 


- Haverhill MA 


ee ed 


eee 
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There's still time to apply for Fall 1996! 
If you're ready to move ahead in your 
education, make the “smart move” now. 
Apply to Salem State College. 


Programs Offered By 
Salem State College 


° Art 

¢ Aviation Science 

* Biology 

¢ Business Administration 

« Business Technology & 
Information Systems 

« Cartography 

* Chemistry 

* Communications 

* Computer & Information 
Studies 

¢ Criminal Justice 

* Economics 

« English 

« Fire Science 

« General Studies 


* Geography 

* Geological Studies 

« History 

« Mathematics 

¢ Nursing 

* Office Management 

* Political Science 

* PreEngineering 

* Psychology 

* Social Work 

* Sociology 

* Sport, Fitness & Leisure 
Studies 

* Theatre & Speech 
Communication 

¢ Undeclared 


MOVE. 


Students transfer to Salem State College for a 
variety of reasons: to pursue education beyond an 
Associate's degree...to achieve their full potential... 
to enjoy outstanding academic programs at an 
affordable price. Last year, we welcomed 

more than 1,100 transfer students— 

each one adding to the diversity 

and vitality of campus life. 


Transfer students are important to SSC. 
We are committed to meeting your individual 
needs. The following are just some of the services 
we provide: 


* Course Evaluations 

¢ Transfer Student Advising 

+ Life Experience Credit 

+ Articulation Agreements 

+ Massachusetts Transfer Compact 
* Joint Admission Programs 

* Center for Adult Lifelong Learning 
* Transfer Orientation 

* Child Care Services 


For more information, contact the Admissions 
Office at (508) 741-6200. 


>) 


Salem & 


STATEICOLLCEGE 
Come for a visit — stay for an education 
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NECC nominates two for scholarship 


® Both feel college 
teachers have been an 
inspiration and good 
role models for them 


By TARA CARBONE 
Features Editor 


ership skills, great academic achieve- 

ment and motivation, students Randy 
Davis and Janet Clark have been nominated 
for Boston University scholarships. 

Both applicants are from the Pathway to 
Academic and Career Excellence program. 

“This shows that the PACE program has 
helped the students, although this was 
open to all students,” said Randy Davis, a 
30-year-old liberal arts major, who plans to 
earn either his master’s degree in social 
work or a doctorate in clinical psychology. 

“It’s an honor to get chosen, and it’s 
good to be recognized for the work that I’ve 
put in,” Davis said. 

While attending school full-time, Davis 
also works at Harbor School in Amesbury, a 
youth home for emotionally disturbed ado- 
lescents ranging in age from 15-19. 

He works with children who have been 
sexually and physically abused, and chil- 
dren who have mental disorders, as well as 
children who are juvenile delinquents with 
drug or alcohol problems. 

Not only does Davis work with these 
children, but he lives in an apartment over 
the school where he bonds with the kids 
while training them for independent living. 

Davis is from a family of six children, 
and he is the only one to attend college. He 


S elected for their high GPAs and lead- 


Features 


RANDY DAVIS 


JANET CLARK 


S. Ferren photos 


“I don’t think I would have made it through my first 
year here if it wasn’t for the PACE program. They 
were always there to encourage me.” 


— Janet Clark 


has attended NECC for three years and 
currently has a 3.87 GPA. 

“For me, NECC has been an excellent 
experience and an important starting point, 
especially for the nontraditional older stu- 
dents,” Davis said. 

Davis said both Carol Barron, assistant 
professor, department of English, and 
Michael Webber, history instructor, have 
inspired him. 

He said they have gone above and be- 
yond the call of duty. 

Davis would like to speak Spanish flu- 
ently, and he tries every year to go on trips 


to Spanish-speaking areas, which have in- 
cluded Mexico and Equador. 

In July, Davis heads to Equador to take 
an extensive Spanish course for a month. 

Janet Clark, liberal arts major, has at- 
tended NECC for three years, also. Her GPA 
of 3.95 and well written essays were her 
ticket to getting nominated for a Boston 
University scholarship. 

Clark, a 40-year-old mother of three, 
attended NECC full-time doing clerical work 
in a work-study program in the co-op 
office. 

Her duties include helping out the sec- 


retaries, with word processing and com- 
puter work. She also tutors literature. 

“I feel really lucky, and I'd be over- 
whelmed to get the scholarship,” Clark 
said. 

Her goals include graduating, going on 
to get her bachelor’s degree in English, 
getting certified at the post secondary level 
and teaching English. 

George Bailey, professor, department of 
English, Barbara Stachniewicz, instructor, 
department of English, and Carol Barron, 
assistant professor, department of English 
have been a great influence, Clark said. 

“With the scope of their knowledge, 
degree of dedication, the way in which they 
really go out of their way to help students 
succeed, I aspire to be like them,” Clark 
said. 

Clark graduated from Pentucket High 
School in 1973. Twenty years later, she 
decided to further her education. 

“It’s a second chance for a lot of people 
who didn’t have the opportunity or motiva- 
tion to go into college right after high 
school. It’s a godsend,” Clark said. 

Being part of the PACE program has 
helped Clark on her journey back through 
the doors of education. 

“I don’t think I would have made it 
through my first year here if it wasn’t for 
the PACE program,” Clark said. “They were 
always there to encourage me.” 

Miriam Tuiao, who started the PACE 
program, is also an inspiration for Clark, 
The program has helped out many stu- 
dents, Clark said. 

Although two PACE program partici- 
pants were chosen for the scholarship, ev- 
ery student was free to apply by writing an 
essay. Essays were submitted to the finan- 
cial aid office. 


Run for the position of 


nomination forms available in: 


Student Activities, Haverhill /F-135 
Student Activities, Lawrence/134 


‘Turn in completed nomination forms no | 
later than noon Friday, April 19 to: 


Student Activities, Haverhill/F135 
Student Activities, Lawrence/134 


joard of Trustees _ 


Vote: 


Election Schedule 


Monday, April 22 
10 am-1pm C-Building Lobby/Haverhill Campus 
10 am-1pm Atrium/Lawrence Campus 


Tuesday, April 23 
10 am-1pm_C Building Lobby/Haverhill Campus 
10 am-1pm Atrium/Lawrence Campus 


For more information, stop by the Student Activities office, 
Haverhill/F133 or call 374-3731. 
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‘96 Ranger XLT 
24-month lease 
24,000 mile low mileage 
Red Carpet Lease 


As a college graduate, you've probably learned how to have fun 

without spending a lot of money. And that could be whether 

you're cooking or driving. That's why, as a college graduate!” you 

may qualipy por special graduate programs with affordable lease 

payments as low as $140 a month on a 24 month, 24,000 mile 

low mileage Red Carpet lease available at your Ford 

Dealer. Plus, just by test driving a°new Ford you'll j | ONG 
receive a coupon for a free Papa Gino’s pizza‘? f oii sas 
And while you're there, be sure to register to 


win a trip for four to Aruba” For more infor- 


mation see your New €ngland Ford Dealer today or 96 Contour GL 
Special low payments 


bind a take-one display on your college campus. 


NEW ENGLANJ) 
FORD gai 


FORD DEALERS 


(1) Open to students graduating from an accredited Four Year College, Graduate School, Junior College, Community College, Trade School or Nursing School or Graduate Students enrolled in 
(2) Downpayment $1,251.00} Graduate School who have or will graduate between October 1, 1994-January 3, 1997. (2) 1996 Ranger XLT Regular Cab 4X2 with PEP 864A. MSRP $12,510 excludes title, taxes, license 
(Net of College Grad Cash) fee, and Massachusetts emissions. Lease pmt based on avg cap cost of 97.94% of MSRP for 24 month closed-end Ford Credit Red Carpet Leases purchased in the Region through 
Refundable Security Deposit — 150.00) 49/31/95. Some payments higher, some lower. See dealer for payment/terms. Lessee may have option to buy vehicle at lease end at price negotiated with dealer at signing. Lessee 
First Month's Payment _14U<l | responsible for excess wear/tear and mileage over 24,000 at $.15/mile. Credit approval/insurability determined by Ford Credit. For special lease terms, $600 RCL cash back, and $400 Ford 
Cash Due at Signing** ’ College Graduate cash back must take new retail delivery from dealer stock by 4/2/96. Residency restrictions apply. See dealer for details. Payments total: $3,365.05. (3) Test Drive/Pizza 
**Excludes tax and other fees Offer: Each test drive participant will receive one coupon for one free Papa Gino's large cheese pizza. One coupon per customer. Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery of coupon. Must present original 
test drive coupon. No reproductions accepted. Good while supplies last. No purchase necessary. Dealerships reserve the right to refuse a test drive at any time for any reason. (4) Trip 
Giveaway: Limit one entry per person. No purchase necessary. Void where prohibited. Entrants must be 18 years or older with valid driver's license from New York or New England states. Entries must be postmarked by June 30, 1996. One 
trip for four to Aruba will be awarded. Travel restrictions apply. Winner to be selected by random drawing. Odds of winning determined by number of entries. Winner responsible for all federal, state and local taxes. To enter or for official rules 
and complete details see participating dealer, or send a stamped, self-addressed envelope for a copy of rules, and/or a 3X5 card with your name, address, date of birth, and phone number to enter to: New England Ford Aruba Giveaway. P.O 
Box 1838, Evanston, IL 60204-9846. 
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© Before settling for 
the first credit card offer, 
find one that best fits 
your spending habits 


By DANIELLE PAPLASKAS 
Managing Editor 


icture this: Your car is in the repair shop 

because you drove into a street sign 

yesterday rather than hitting the dog 

that darted out in front of you. While you 

are glad you didn’t kill the dog, you are 
now without transportation. 

A quick phone call to your insurance company 
reveals that your policy covers car rental fees. You 
sigh in relief and head down to your local car rental 
company. The man at the counter nods his head 
and says, “Sorry you can’t rent a car without a 
major credit card.” 

There are many privileges that come with hav- 
ing a credit card. You can charge tickets to various 
events, you can make hotel reservations and you 
can get cash advances at the touch of a few buttons. 

Bef. re you run out and apply for a credit card, 
there a7- a few things you need to know. Credit 
cards c n bea blessing, but they can also be a curse 
if not used with caution. 

According to Nancy Soco, counselor and director 
of education at the Consumer Credit Counseling 
Center, more than 6,000 people sought assistance 
from their office in 1995, The CCCS is a non-profit 
organization that helps cardholders get out of 
financial crisis. i 

Some students think credit cards are too compli- 
cated to become involved with. 

“Thad a store credit card, but Ithought it was too 
much of a hassle,” Jennifer MacLean, liberal arts 
said. 

Erin D’Urso, liberal arts, agreed that it’s easier 
not to pay with plastic. 

“No. (I don’t have a credit card.) It would be hard 
to keep track of what I spend. In my checkbook, I 
know what's going out and what's coming in,” she 
said. 

With the knowledge of common credit card 
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MANY STUDENTS use credit cards to purchase books and other school supplies. 


procedures and your consumer rights and a little 
willpower, charge cards can make life a lot easier. 

Look for a credit card with a low APR (annual 
percentage rate), but don’t stop there. Some cards 
offer low interest rates that might sound like a great 
deal at first, but hidden costs may lurk in the 
background. 

The method by which the company figures fi- 
nance charges is one key element to look for in a 
credit card offer. 

According to truth in lending laws, banks and 
credit companies must disclose all information re- 
garding finance charges, how they are applied and 
when payments will be due. 

Some credit card companies apply the interest 
rate to your previous balance without first subtract- 
ing any payments you may have made during the 


The age of paying 
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month. This is the previous balance method. 
Other companies will apply the interest rate to the 
adjusted balance, the amount left after payments 
have been deducted. 

Using an average daily balance is another billing 
method. In this type of arrangement, your balance 
is recorded each day. 

At the end of the cycle, the amounts for each day 
are combined and then that total is divided by the 
number of days in the cycle. 

If the same interest rate was applied to all three 
types of billing methods, the adjusted balance 
method would cost you the least amount of money. 

Sometimes different interest rates apply de- 
pending on whether the charge was made for the 
purchase of goods or services or made as a cash 
advance. For example, Discover’s Financial Services 


Who's keeping tabs on your credit? 


® Making good on bad 
credit: steps to improving 
your credit history 


By DANIELLE PAPLASKAS 
Managing Editor 


ith graduation just around the corner, a 
Wi: of your friends start planning a 
celebratory vacation overseas. Since you 
all agree to stay at hostels and backpack through 
each country, the trip will be relatively inexpensive. 
When you realize you'll still need to pay for 
airfare, and train tickets once abroad, you decide 
you'll need a loan. Sitting at the desk of the bank’s 
loan representative, you fidget in the seat as she 
looks over your file. 
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MOST STORES accept major credit cards. 


“I'm sorry,” she says, holding one paper particu- 
larly close to her eyes, “Your credit report doesn’t 
meet our standards.” 

Though you can request a copy of your credit 
history at any time, for a small fee, usually $5, you 
can obtain it for free if you have been denied credit. 

Three major credit reporting agencies exist: TRW, 
CBI/Equifax and Trans Union. 

Find out which agency reported to the creditor 
that denied you credit. If you notify them within 30 
days, the law requires them to send you a free copy. 

Your credit report contains records of your debts 
and the timeliness of your payments toward them. 
Your birthdate, social security number, marital sta- 
tus and employment and income histories are also 
included in the report. Your file should also include 
any inquiries made about your credit history. 

When requesting your report include: 

* full name, including any titles or endings 

* date of birth 

* social security number 

* spouse’s name and social security number, if 
applicable 

* present and previous addresses (past five years) 

* a copy of a driver's license, utility bill or bank 
statement, to verify the address 

* a check for all applicable fees 

* a copy of the denial letter 

* requestee’s signature (spouse's if applicable) 

* daytime telephone number 

If the information on your credit report is true 
and accurate, there is nothing anyone can do to 
change it. Acredit reporting agency may disclose any 
late or nonpayment complaints contained in your 
file for seven years. If you have filed for bankruptcy, 
this can stay on your record for ten years. 

If you apply for a job that pays an annual salary 
of $20,000 or more, if you try to borrow $50,000 or 
more or if you apply for life insurance worth more 
than $50,000, the creditor can access any negative 


remarks despite the time lapse. Consumers may be 
tempted by ads that say, “We'll fix your credit 
problems. We can erase your bad credit.” 

Linda Herbert, office manager of the Credit 
Bureau of Haverhill, warns consumers not to get 
taken in by these ads. She said anyone who claims 
they can remove accurate negative remarks from 
your credit history is lying. She said she has seen 
people pay $1,000 for something they can do for 
themselves. 

Credit agencies must investigate any disputable 
information. If you find an error, inform the agency 
of the mistake. They will then contact the creditor 
to compare records. 

If the entry is found to be incorrect or unverifi- 
able, the credit agency must remove it from your 
record. The agency is also required to note pay- 
ments made after the complaint was filed. 

According to the Fair Credit Reporting Act, ifyou 
are not satisfied with the investigation, you have 
the right to explain your side of the situation in 100 
words or less and have this declaration included in 
all future credit inquiries. 

“They'll include in your file such things as car 
accidents or a death in the family, but not some- 
thing like, “Oh, I forgot to send in my payment,” 
Herbert said. 

Under the Equal Credit Opportunity Act, a credi- 
tor must notify you, in writing, of their decision 
within 30 days of reviewing your application. 

This law also protects you from being denied 
credit solely on the basis of your age, sex, marital 
status, race, religion, national origin or because you 
accept welfare or Social Security benefits. 

If you feel you have been denied credit for a 
reason stated above, write to: the Federal Trade 
Commission, Equal Credit Opportunity, 10 Cause- 
way Street, Boston, 02222-1073. 

Explain your complaint and give the name and 
address of the company you want investigated. 
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CHARGE CARDS offer many the opportunity to purchase necessities as well as the things that make life simpler or just more fun. 


If you tried to obtain a credit card and were 
denied because ofa poor credit history or because 
you lack sufficient history for the company to 
make its decision, you might try either getting 
someone with a good credit rating to co-sign the 
agreement for you. 

If no one will put their financial neck on the 
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line for you, apply for a secured credit card. Some 
companies will set up a line of credit for customers if 
they make an equal deposit in a savings account to be 
used as collateral. 

Which card you choose depends on your personal 
spending habits. Some cards work well for people who 
pay their entire balance every month, while others 


better serve those who maintain an outstanding 
balance. 

Before signing any agreements take the time to 
read the fine print, do a little math and make 
comparisons between a few companies. Shop around 
for the best deal. Don’t work for your credit, make 
credit work for you. 


Getting out of debt takes planning 


® Striving for cost efficiency 
is the key to paying off those 
piled-up credit card bills 


By DANIELLE PAPLASKAS 
Managing Editor 


| o you cringe every time you look inside your 
| mailbox, expecting to find another credit 
Me card bill to add to your ever-increasing pile? 

You’re not alone. With credit cards so readily 
available, many people are finding that their monthly 
expenses exceed their incomes. Some find it easy to 
rack up debt when they’re not paying with cash. 

“Every time I have a credit card, I spend too much,” 
said Elissa Karampatsos, music education. 

While cutting your credit cards in half and going 
cold turkey is one way of ending the revolving credit 
blues, there are other ways to repay your debts and 
keep your credit history clean. If you now have more 
than one credit card, you might want to try consoli- 
dating the balances onto a card with a lower interest 
rate. 

Switching balances to a lower-rate card can save 
money on interest charges, but one must carefully 
read the fine print. Sometimes a transfer fee is 
charged, which might cancel any would-be savings 
on interest. 

Some banks or credit companies offer low rates to 
entice customers to use their cards, but then they 
jack-up the rates past prime when the introductory 
period is over. Before you change cards, take into 
consideration whether you'll be able to pay off the 
balance before the increase. If you are one who only 
pays the necessary minimum balance each month, 
you may never pay off your debt. 

"Yes, I pay the minimum. I’m paying mostly just 
the interest though,” Yvette Iglesia, computer/travel, 
said. 


Say you carry a $1,000 balance; at Bay Bank’s 
Silver Card annual percentage rate of 16.65, you'll 
pay $13.80 a month in interest alone. 

If your monthly minimum payment is $50, and 
that’s all you pay, only $36.20 will go toward paying 
off the principle balance. At this rate, by the end of 
one year, you will have paid approximately $165 
extra in interest. If you are already having trouble 
keeping up with the monthly minimum payments 
due, you are probably asking yourself, “Where can 
I find extra money to pay off these bills?” 

The first step is to cut your spending. Think, what 
do you spend money on that you don’t really need? 

Could you bring a lunch to work or school rather 
than eating at a restaurant? That could save you 
about $50 or more a month. Could you quit smoking 
cigarettes? There’s another $60 a month saved ifyou 
smoke a pack a day. 

Cut corners wherever possible. Cook dinner for 
your date at home and watch a rented movie after- 
ward. That could save you $25 and you have the 
added benefit of not hearing candy wrappers on 
every side. 

The extra money you can find in your budget 
should be applied to paying off your debts. The more 
you pay now, the less you'll pay later in interest 
charges. 

If you’re already walking to school or work, or 
hitching rides with friends and co-workers and 
living on sandwiches and have no phone or cable 
T.V., and you still can’t meet your required mini- 
mum payments, call each creditor. Try to work out 
payment plans. Do not wait until you are referred to 
a collection agency to explain your problem and 
intentions. 

Feeling overwhelmed? Get in touch with the 
Consumer Credit Counseling Service at (617) 426- 
6644. The CCCS is a nonprofit organization that can 
help you find a way to lower your payments and 
finance charges and figure out a budget you can live 
with. 
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teaches in Africa \ 


@ Safari turns into an 
opportunity to share 


with the less fortunate 


By KEVIN KYLE 
Staff Reporter 


e believes that part of education is 
H being involved with the world, and 

this professor is practicing what he 
preaches. 

James Gustafson has been a philosophy 
professor at NECC for 25 years, and up until 
1993, it was the only place he had taught. 

All that changed while in Kenya on safari 
with his wife and other family members in 
1992. It was on this trip that Gustafson 
became acquainted with faculty members 
from Scott Theological College. 

These people told him about a program 
at the small Kenyan college that was seek- 
ing guest professors to volunteer their time 
to teach its students. 

The opportunity was too good to pass up 
and the following year, Gustafson headed 
back to Kenya to teach philosophy at the 
school, which trains some of Kenya’s bright- 
est students for careers as ministers and 
counselors. 

NECC could only offer modest assistance 
with the two-week trip forcing Gustafson to 
come up with much of the funding on his 
own, he said. 


aia 


“The school just doesn’t have the fund- 
ing to pay for a program such as this,” 
Gustafson said, so he turned to his church 
and to friends who were able to donate 
much of the needed funds. 

“The students at Scott are wonderfully 
enthusiastic,” he said. 

Most students actually speak three or 
four languages, including tribal languages. 
Because Kenya is a former English colony, 
many speak English. 

Gustafson said the Kenyan government 
encourages these students to learn many 
different subjects, including history, phi- 
losophy and the arts. 

He said only a very small percentage of 
Kenyans get the opportunity to go to col- 
lege. Only those who score well on tests 
given to all students are allowed to con- 
tinue their education. 

“The students at Scott are such warm, 
friendly people, and they are so eager to 
learn,” he said. 

It was this that compelled him to offer 
his services a second time. 

According to Gustafson, funding has 
been a constant problem for Scott Theologi- 
cal College. 

“There are very obvious problems at the 
school. They are lacking many supplies and 
are very weak in general education text- 
books,” he said. 

It was during his second trip that 
Gustafson saw an opportunity for NECC to 
help make a difference in this school and 


Learning experience 
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A CLASSROOM of Kenyan students pay close attention to NECC professor 


James Gustafson’s lecture. 


for its students. 

Upon his return to the United States, 
Gustafson set to work trying to round up 
extra textbooks from fellow professors to 
send to Kenya. Most of the books collected 
were samples known as examination cop- 
ies that are given free to the faculty by 
publishers. 

“We usually get between five and 20 per 
year, and all they do is lay around and 
collect dust,” said Gustafson. 

He even asked one of his classes if they 
would consider donating their $28 text- 
books to the cause instead of selling them 
back to the bookstore. Many chose to do- 
nate. 

“I’m not at all surprised by the generos- 
ity of the students and faculty,” Gustafson 
said. “I’ve found those at NECC are always 
willing to help those with a need.” 


According to Gustafson, many of his 
students from last semester have stopped 
by his office to see how his initiative has 
been coming along and to see if their books 
have been sent yet. 

The response from the students at Scott 
has been incredible, Gustafson said. 

“I have received numerous letters from 
the students in Kenya who wish to thank 
everyone involved, from those that made 
my trip possible to those who have donated 
books,” he said. 

Gustafson said the experience has made 
the Scott students feel much closer to the 
Americans who have reached out to help 
them. 

“In their letters, they have asked for 
addresses of American students they can 
write to thank,” he said. “It’s all been quite 
amazing.” 


Staff development nurtures exchange program 


Need tuition money... 


Students: 


¢ Set your own hours 

¢ Take orders from your 
friends and relatives 

¢ Get your own products 
at great discount 


Call Michelle Habib: 508-682-2090 
1-800-FOR-AVON 
Spring Special 


L Start before the end of Spring 
semester and receive FREE 
products. 


Human Service Temps 


If you have Human Service experience and are interested in. 


¢ Flexible hours 
¢ Opportunity to gain more valuable Human Service experience 
¢ Exposure to a wide range of Human Service settings: voca- 


@ NECC teachers sent 
across country to work 
at different colleges 


By JEFFREY JOLIN 
Staff Reporter 


ast year, NECC embarked on a new 
L program for faculty members and staff 

called the Community College Ex- 
change Program. 

The program will allow selected mem- 
bers of the college to teach at another 
school in the United States, Canada and 
Australia. 

“This is the most exciting staff develop- 
ment project that we've had,” said Judith 
Kamber, staff development director. 

The program is a nationwide organiza- 
tion centrally located in Mesa, Ariz. The 
college began looking at the program 10 
years ago, but legal issues had to be looked 
at before anything could be done, accord- 
ing to Kamber. 

Last year, the college decided to go ahead 
with the program, sending two teachers 
across the country to work at different 
schools 
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Wallace Blanchard, natural science pro- 
fessor, went to Northern Arizona Univer- 
sity in Flagstaff, and Michael Broughton, 
associate professor for computer science, 
went to Mira Costa Community College in 
Oceanside, California. 

Both are having an exciting time teach- 
ing and learning new things. 

“Not only do they give significance to the 
college they are going to, but they bring a 
lot back as well,” Kamber said. 

The two faculty members were chosen 
out of a total of four people. Kamber said 
the only reason why they were chosen, as 
opposed to the other two, was because 
Blanchard and Broughton were faculty, and 
the others were staff. 

“Faculty members are more flexible with 
what they can teach,” Kamber said. “Last 
year, Wally didn’t even teach. He developed 
software.” 

Even though nothing happened this past 
year, the program will now trade NECC 
faculty or staff members with those from 
other affiliated colleges. 

“It's great because we will be able to 
experience different styles ofteaching from 
different areas of the world,” Kamber said. 

Kamber starts by giving out flyers and 
pamphlets and then runs workshops for 
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college employees explaining the process 
of the program. She explains how members 
are able to participate. 

After only a year, Kamber is excited 
about the program and feels that even high 
schools should be able to participate. 

“The program is so worthwhile; it per- 
sonifies what staff developmentis all about,” 
she said. “I couldn’t have been more 
excited...it was as if 1 was going.” 

Kamber said the only disadvantages of 
this program are the amounts of time and 
organization one needs to start. 

“Once the process begins, it’s like play- 
ing chess,” Kamber said. “You have to de- 
cide who to contact, who’s going where, 
ete.” 

NECC is one of approximately 99 com- 
munity colleges across the United States 
participating in the program. 

Other participating colleges from Mas- 
sachusetts include Middlesex Community 
College and Bradford College. 

The college pays $350 yearly to support 
this program. Funding comes from a par- 
ticipant fee by the staff development office. 

The program is mostly nationwide ex- 
cept for Canada and Australia, but Kamber 
said it is trying to involve Japan and Europe 
as well. 
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@ Hopes some faculty 
members will structure 
classes to help students 
with different learning 
styles 


By JASON B. GROSKY 
Editor 


ile some students rely on the 
Office for Students with Disabili- 
ties for assistance, the college 


now offers instructors a useful tool to help 
them expand their teaching methods. 

In March, Roxanne R. Cirelli, an eight- 
year NECC employee, was hired as the learn- 
ing disabilities specialist for staff develop- 
ment. Her job involves helping staff and 
faculty members to work with students 
with learning disabilities, including atten- 
tion deficit disorder, attention deficit hy- 
peractivity disorder and brain injuries. 

Cirelli wants to make an impact, helping 
teachers to help their students. 

“I want to give information and support 
to the faculty,” she said. “I want to find out 
what success they’ve had. What areas do 
they feel less competent with? What are 
some of the myths they’ve heard about 
people with different learning styles? 

“I want to support them (the faculty) 
while learning how to integrate this into 
their teaching style.” 

While many professors have a general 
instructional style, Cirelli suggests many 
different approaches to teaching a class 
which appeals to all students, including 
those with learning disabilities. 

“Many receive their education in the 
form of lecture; they traditionally sit, listen 
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and take notes, an auditory sensory (using 
hearing senses),” she said. “But not every- 
body learns that way. Some have strengths 
in a visual tact (using their eyes).” 

By helping teachers incorporate differ- 
ent teaching methods, Cirelli said all stu- 
dents have the opportunity to learn in a 
style which best suits them. 

“If90 percent of the information is expe- 
rienced in one way, one sensory area, then 
you're leaving out all of those using tact or 
visual sensory,” she said. 

Cirelli suggests formatting a style for 
classes that meet three times a week. She 
said some teachers depend strictly on lec- 
tures, but suggests using more visual aids 
in the week’s second class, and possibly 
using experimental learning for the re- 
maining class, breaking up the way the 
three class hours are generally taught. 

According to Cirelli, three components 
add up to the plan for her program: 

V Resources 

VY Consultation 

V Training 

The resources aspect involves setting up 


“People with learning 
disabilities have average or 
above average intelligence and 
are not mentally retarded. 
These students generally have 
to go through a different door 
to get to the same spot. It’s a 
life long disorder. It’s hidden.” 


Roxanne R. Cirelli 


a teaching library for staff members, which 
includes videos, handouts, articles and hand- 
books. These references will be available for 
those looking to enhance their teaching 
background and classroom exercises. 

The consultation facet involves a couple 
of different options in setting up a meeting 
with Cirelli. She may set up one-on-one 
discussions, or meet with groups, depart- 
ment chairs and the college’s assistant 
deans, respectively. 

“I want to let people know about the 
service so they know who they can call 
upon,” Cirelli said. “I am knocking on the 
door to make them aware.” 

The third aspect involves training the 
faculty to better aid students with learning 
disabilities. The training is a voluntary ser- 
vice to the college’s staffers, but is not 
closed to other sectors on the campus. 

“We want to work with the academic 
support center, not just the faculty,” she 
said. “It includes the reading, math and 
writing centers.” 

Cirelli sees the three components as the 
focus of the program, training instructors 


ooking to aid teachers 


and educating them how to use multisen- 
sory techniques while teaching. She said 
students have different styles for learning 
and comprehension. 

By formatting handouts which contain 
bold or italic words with different fonts, 
sizes, underlining, and gray boxes, Cirelli 
saidit helps grab the eye of readers, includ- 
ing those with below average visual sensory 
skills. 

Cirelli said she sent introductory letters 
to the college’s staff and faculty, explaining 
the new service. Since the program was 
established within the last month, she said 
some of the training and issues may involve 
“quick fixes” from now until the end of the 
semester and through the summer. 

“I see my role from now until school 
starts (next semester) to develop a compre- 
hensive program that will be ready for fall 
96,” she said. 

While formulating the program, Cirelli 
has contacted numerous colleges and orga- 
nizations, which have worked on develop- 
ing methods for teaching students with 
different needs. She has received many 
calls, letters and has stacks of piled up 
information. 

Cirelli primarily wants people to under- 
stand one major point. 

“People with learning disabilities have 
average or above average intelligence and 
are not mentally retarded,” she said. “These 
students generally have to go through a 
different door to get to the same spot. It’s a 
life long disorder. It’s hidden. 

“I think that if the faculty understands 
that they have different learning styles, 
that they're intelligent and by modifying 
some teaching techniques, the student has 
a chance to participate in college. In the 
long run, it will help the student feel more 
positive and help them know who they are 
as an individual and as a learner.” 
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ADVANCED ELECTROLOGY CENTER 


"Dedicated to the Art of Permanent Hair Removal" 


Newburyport 
508-465-1898 


Haverhill 
508-374-1456 


¢ Sterile Disposable Probes 
¢ Doctor Referred 
¢ Men & Women 


Jean F. Doyle, R.E. 
Margaret Horgan-Quinn, R.E. 


Kathy Sears, R.E. 


Michelle Stevens, R.E. 


We Invite You To Accept Our Offer For A 


FREE 15 Minute Treatment 
at one of our private locations — new clients only — 


HARVARD 


IS an option. 


Bachelor of Liberal Arts (ALB) at Harvard Extension School 


Ready to move on in your educational career? Is a traditional college program 
not for you? Then you should discover Harvard University’s “best-kept secret” 
and complete your bachelor’s degree at the Harvard Extension School in Cam- 
bridge. You can enroll in one to four courses per term and continue working 
during the day, because classes meet in the evenings. Admission is based on your 
ability to do honors-level work and, if you have attended other colleges, you can 


transfer credits toward the ALB degree. 


The Harvard Extension School is an 


economical alternative to a traditional 4-year institution: a full semester of courses 
costs less than $1500. Many of the classes you take will be held in Harvard Yard 
and taught by Harvard instructors. ALB alumni have gone on to top-ranked 


graduate schools throughout the country. 


Harvard is convenient to the Red Line and parking is available for a small fee. 
To speak with an ALB advisor, call 617-495-9413 or send e-mail to 
spreadbu@hudce.harvard.edu. Catalogues are available 24 hours per day at 
51 Brattle Street, Cambridge. Internet: http://dcewww.harvard.edu/ext/ 
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HARVARD EXTENSION SCHOOL 


51 Brattle Street 
Dept. 227 
Cambridge, MA 
02138 
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Missing the magic 


@ The Anthology II 
continues to beat a dead 
horse called the Beatles 


By COLIN TIERNEY 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


illed with various outtakes and the 
Fee undead Beatles tune, Real Love, 

the Beatles Anthology II is a double disc 
collection packed with material but lacking 
in content. 

With the exception of Real Love, all of the 
tracks are outtakes, meaning that they 
were not good enough to make the final cut 
to the album. Demos, alternate and 
unreleased versions, chatter between takes 
and live performances comprise the new 
anthology, aimed primarily at die-hard 
Beatles fans. 

Apparently, the producers think every 
little thing the “fab four” ever put on tape 
is worthy of a release, and as long as people 
continue to be fooled by glamourous re- 
packaging and ad-hype, the Beatles will 
probably never really die. 

The disc spans the Beatles early years 
and the beginning of their drug influenced 
recordings from 1965-1967. 

The tracks included on the anthology 
come from the Help, Rubber Soul, Revolver, 
Magical Mystery Tour and Sgt. Peppers Lonely 
Hearts Club Band albums. 

The opening track, Real Love, was written 
and recorded as a demo by John Lennon 
sometime in 1979, and completed by the 
rest of the band in 1995. The song offers the 
same kind of eerie, vintage sounding nos- 
talgia that their other faux Beatles track, 
Free As A Bird, does, even though Real Love is 
not as strong a track. 

The remainder of the first disc covers 
earlier Beatles’ pop, spanning through clas- 
sics like I Feel Fine, Ticket To Ride and Help, to 
Chuck Berry’s Rock And Roll Music. 

These tracks offer a sense of excitement, 
catching the Beatles in their early stages 
before they ventured into drug use, despite 
the inferior sound quality of the recordings 
compared to the final takes. 

The live performances of] Feel Fine, Ticket 
To Ride, Yesterday and Help show how 
Beatlemania affected the youth. Uncontrol- 
lable screaming from the fans, mostly girls, 


ANDOVER 


Marriott 


We are currently seeking en- 
thusiastic, professional and 


qualified individuals for the 
following open positions: 


Cooks 
Host/Hostess 
Buffet Attendant 
Busser 
Lounge/Night Cleaner 
Giftshop Clerk 
Front Desk Clerk 
Telephone Operator 
Bellperson 
Barback 
Banquet Server 
Banquet Set-Up 
Pool Attendant 
Housekeeper 
Groundskeeper/Maint. 


Please apply in person Monday- 
Friday between 9:00 am - 12:00 
pm or by appointment or send 

resume to 
Andover Marriott 
123 Old River Road 


Andover, MA 01810 
FAX 508-975-7438 


begins after just a few words from John.or 
Paul, showing the power and influence they 
had as stars. 

The tracks on this recording all offer 
stripped down versions of the original tunes 
that most people already know. Some of it 
is funny, and other songs differ signifi- 
cantly from the final versions. The casual 
Beatles listener probably wouldn’t care for 
this collection, and the whole reunion and 
re-releases bit seems just a ploy to make the 


. rest of the band even richer. 


The second disc in the anthology con- 
sists of the Beatles experimental era. Drug 
use is prevalent, and the songs stray away 
from the more pop-oriented nature of the 
first disc. Songs like Lucy In The Sky With 
Diamonds, Within You Without You and You 
Know My Name (Look Up The Number) all show 
the Beatles progression into experimental 
and drug-influenced states, but the shakier 
versions might not be pleasing to some. The 
actual album tracks offer a much better 
example of their massive progression. 

While this era was an important time for 
the Beatles, the Anthology fails to capture 
the magic and the talent that they pos- 
sessed. The mediocre versions of the classic 
songs don’t do them any justice. 

Their talent as musicians is abundantly 
clear, but the band is dead, and until the 
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public realizes this, the record companies 
will continue to force feed products down 
the public’s throat. 

It is up to the consumers to decide if they 
want to spend $25 for a bunch of inferior, 
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different versions and demos never intended 
for release. 

If all you care for is the “new” Real Love 
track, save your money and buy the cassette 
single for 49 cents. 


CAN AFFORD TO. 


| EXERCISE REGULARLY AND YOU 
COULD LIVE LONGER. 
INVEST REGULARLY SO YOU 


You can start with a modest amount and increase 


mericans are living longer than ever. So it’s 

quite possible you'll spend 20 or 30 years or more 
in retirement. Can you afford it? Unless you're 
independently wealthy, chances are you'll need more 
than your pension and Social Security to support the 
kind of lifestyle you'll want. 

How can you help ensure that you'll be in good 
financial shape? Sign up for TIAA-CREF SRAs — 
tax-deferred annuities available only to people in 
education or research. 


SRAs are easy. No pain, no sweat. 


The best way to build strength — physical or fiscal 
— is to start at a level that’s comfortable and add to 


your regimen as you go along. 
With TIAA-CREF SRAs, you conveniently 
contribute through your employer's payroll system. 


i 
CHEF Ensuring the future 
for those who shape it.™ 


your contribution as your salary grows. 

The important thing is to start now. Delaying for 
even a year or two can have a big impact on the 
amount of income you'll have when you retire. 


TIAA-CREF: 
Your fiscal fitness program. 


TIA-CREF is the nation’s largest retirement 
system, managing over $150 billion in assets for more 
than 1.7 million people. We offer a wide range of SRA 
allocation choices, long-term investment expertise, 
and remarkably low expenses.’ 

Call 1 800 842-2776 for an SRA Enrollment Kit 
or our interactive SRA enrollment software. Or visit 
us on the Internet at gopher://tiaa-cref.org, or http:// 
www.tiaa-cref.org. 


1. Standard F Poor's Insurance Rating Analysis, 1995; Lipper Analytical Services, Inc., Lépper-Directors’ Analytical Data, 1995 (Quarterly). 
For more complete information, including charges and expenses, call | 800 842-2733, extension 5509, for a prospectus. Read the prospectus carefully 


before you invest or send money. TIAA-CREF Individual & Institutional Services, Inc., distributes CREF certificates. 
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Pilots cras 


@ Only a ‘tiny’ portion 
of their third album 
qualifies as good music 


By MATTHEW T. CONNERY 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


Music...Songs From The Vatican Gift 

Shop, has kept to the same theme that 
holds true for their first two efforts — they 
have no theme. 

STP has one of the most ambiguous 
sounds of any band in the ’90s, with each 
album’s sound drastically different than its 
predecessor. 

The 12-song CD overflows with similar 
messages and sounds from their last two 
records, but the lyrics and music lack many 
elements, making the album both empty 
and incomplete. 

The most respectable part of the album 
doubles as the worst part of it — they’ve 
alienated the fans to instead make an al- 
bum for themselves. They obviously are not 
trying to sell records because they stray far 
away from the formula that made their 
debut, Core, and their last effort, Purple, so 
successful. 

The 21 months in between albums for 
the group surprisingly leads to 12 songs 
that all sound repetitive and much differ- 
-ent than anything else they have recorded. 

Frontman Scott Weiland loses the deep, 
rich tone he once had and has traded it in 
for an edgier but loftier voice with an 
impressive range, but a disappointing sound 
that brings down the album. 

The rest of the band, brothers Robert 
and Dean DeLeo on bass and guitar, respec- 
tively, and drummer, Eric Kretz, all play 
solidly, yet the music writing of varied band 


S tone Temple Pilots’ new album, Tiny 


members serve as 
very questionable 
judgment calls 
throughout the al- 
bum. 

The band’s first 
single, Big Bang 
Baby, epitomizes 
the entire album, 
showcasing the 
apathetic, mud- 
dled lyrics and 
pounding music 
that prove catchy, 
yet the group 
seems less power- 
ful than it once 
was. 

The chorus, 
“Sell your soul and 
sign an auto- 
graph,” displays 
Weiland’s ever- 
present self-loath- 
ing and serves as 
one of the album’s 
better tracks. 

Most of the songs don’t eclipse the four 
minute mark, and the lyrics end around the 
1:30 mark in every track, giving a haphaz- 
ard feel to each song. Weiland sings for the 
first halfand screams the chorus for the last 
half. By following this same formula through 
the 12-song disc, every tune seems to mesh 
together and few seem to distinguish them- 
selves from the rest. 

Two songs, Press Play and Daisy, combine 
for a mere 3 minutes plus, and seem like 
hokey interludes, rather than meaningful 
additions to an album. The Fender Rhodes 
piano, played by Brendan O’ Brien in Press 
Play, sounds like a minute out of a Doors 
song, while Robert DeLeo’s guitar solo on 
Press Play could have played in the back- 
ground ofthe opening credits of Mel Brooks's 


ENDICOTT COLLEGE 


376 Hale Street * Beverly, Massachusetts 01915 


Now is the time 
to discover 
your ultimate 
potential 


as an R.N.! 


Explore 
Endicott College 
for advancement 
in your 

Nursing career 
by entering the 
R.N. to B.S.N. 


Program! 


B.S.N. — Bachelor of Science in Nursing Degree 
Program for R.N.s 


Program Features 
+ Student/faculty ratio of 11:1; individual attention 


+ Small clinical groups 


+ Convenient clinical sites - North Shore, Boston & vicinity 
+ Opportunities for permanent career placement 


at Endicott’s clinical agencies 


+ Campus Children’s Center with extended hours 


+ Financial aid available 
+ Beautiful, oceanfront campus 


For more information, call Admissions at 
508-921-1000. 


Blazing Saddles with its twangy, country 
music style. 

Every song on the album holds an au- 
dible influence from somewhere in the 
music world. This eclectic style borders on 
creating a new sound, but in the end it just 
rips off the style of other bands instead. 

Lady Picture Show, a track nearly indistin- 
guishable from the typical Beatles song, 
and And So I Know's harpsichord and vibes 
sounds straight out of a Las Vegas lounge 
act. 

Piecemeal meanings and garbled lyrics 
speckle most of the songs. Art School Girl, 
with its ‘anything goes kind of love’ words 
and vast transitions in the music, make for 
good music theory, but in this case, bad 
music. Also, Pop's Love Suicide dips into the 
shadowy realm of Weiland’s apathetic soul, 
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Observer Stars 


* 1/2 out of (Kk k*) 
for the latest offering 
from Stone Temple 
Pilots, ‘Tiny 
Music...Songs From The 
Vatican Gift Shop.’ 


but the background music plays without 
any skill, and it just marks time. 

The high point of Tiny Music exemplifies 
precisely what STP can do with music. The 
ninth song, Adhesive, though much differ- 
ent from anything on Core or Purple, works 
well. Dave Ferguson jumps in on trumpet, 
backed by powerful guitar riffs with 
Weiland’s voice meshing it all together to 
create an opus fresher and sweeter than the 
purple flowers mentioned in the song. The 
song’s wondrous explication of life and love 
in our muddled, confusing world serves as 
the album’s sole triumph. 

The songs seem to say the same thing 
over and over, to the point in which you 
could take a verse from one song and switch 
it with part of another and you would never 
know the difference. 

STP has endured criticism of their sound 
in the past. Core was accused of ripping off 
the music of Pearl Jam and Soundgarden 
and acting like just another product of the 
grunge era. With that behind them and 
despite the credibility they established on 
Purple, they may have a difficult time surviv- 
ing to see a fourth album with the low 
quality of Tiny Music. If they fade soon, the 
band may not mind, according to some of 
Weiland’s lyrics. 

“Oh I'm in love suicide, about a pop star 
homicide.” 


a Dorm Room 
Will Hoia... 


Now, How are you going to yet it all home? 


Clothes, books, computer, sound system, tv, sports equipment — there's 
no way you're going to get even half of it on a plane or in a friend’s car. 
But Pak Mail can get it wherever you're going — fast! 


We'll pack it, box it, seal it, tape it, tie it, ship it or overnight it...or, 
whatever you need to get it there on time and in one piece. And...we'll 


save you the hassle! 


Shaws Plaza 
5 Plaistow Road,Route 125 
Plaistow, NH 03865 
Phone: 603/382-6171 


PAKMAIL 


CENTERS OF AMERICA 
We Ship Anything, Anywhere® 
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New production 


shows its ‘spirit’ 


@ Long hours and 
careful direction ensure 
‘Blithe Spirit’s’ success 


By C.H. DANDRETA 
Staff Reporter 


he Top Notch Players have the 
ik cure for mid-semester blues. 

It’s called Blithe Spirit, a play by Noel 
Coward. 

It’s about a writer, who finds it neces- 
sary to stage a mock seance to gather data 
on the subject for a book he’s writing. He 
then gets the shock of his life when his 
deceased second wife shows up in his living 
room afterward. 

The mayhem ensues when this devil- 
ishly manipulative spirit uses the opportu- 
nity to have some fun. 

The play stars Seth Bunke as Charles, 
Lysa Chapman as Charles’ third wife, Ruth, 
and Twyla Heaney as Charles’ second wife’s 
ghost, Elvira. 

In supporting roles are Alamanda 
Comack as Madame Arcati, Alexander Lenz 
and Tanya Lwowski as Dr. Bradman and his 
wife, and Erin Fritz as the maid. 

Under the direction of Jim Murphy and 
Susan Sanders, the TNPs will perform this 
comedy on April 12-13, 18-20. 


Auto Radiator 
Service 
Inc. 


GA 


Complete Auto 
Repairs 


143 Marston Street 
Lawrence 


(508) 685-9251 


Driven to Succeed 


=, P| 
They have worked hard 
on the production, 
rehearsing for long 
hours, making 
direction changes and 
fine-tuning their 
characters. 


The curtain will rise at 8 p.m. and admis- 
sion is $5 for the general public and $4 for 
students and senior citizens. 

For more ticket information, see adviser 
Susan Sanders in Spurk 340, or watch for 
posted flyers. 

They have worked hard on this produc- 
tion, rehearsing for long hours, making 
direction changes and fine-tuning their 
characters. 

They have also put great effort into the 
set, by recycling old sets and generally 
using what’s available. 

So if you have the mid-semester blues, 
attend Blithe Spirit. It promises to be a fun 
night away from the tedium of late semes- 
ter studies. 
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¢ Developing supplies 
¢ B+W film 

¢ B+W paper 

¢ Developing tanks 

¢ Special low NECC 
student prices 


For all your photo needs: 
Instant passport photos 
Frames 

Enlargements 


Same day developing 


200 Main St., Haverhill 
372-3280 


Your Needs 


B Company-—Contribu._- Medical 
and Dental Insurance 


& Company-Paid Sick Time, 
Vacations and Holidays 


Call now tor more information about opportunities in our Andover, Burlingtor 
Westborough and Cambric ge locatic 800-491 4NBG. We encourage you to visit 
our Web Site at: http: //www.nbgsrv.com. We offer a smoke-free en ment 

We believe in the value of diversity. AA/EOE. M/F/D/V 
Services 


| NB 


Here’ s a financial aid option that’ s quick and rewarding. 
NBG Services has openings for energetic individuals 
who have the drive to succeed. As a part-time Call Center 
Representative, you'll work in a fast-paced environment 
that offers the financial opportunity you need. We 
provide professional call center services to Fortune 500 
companies, Our flexible schedules and excellent earning 


potential are perfect for busy students like you, who need 
the extra cash, but also want a great job that works during the school year, on breaks and 
even during the summer! 

With five state-of-the-art locutions — two in Cambridge, plus Andover, Westborough and 
Burlington — you'll enjov > 'vel of convenience and professionalism few companies can 
match. So whichever tet heose, you can count on NBG Services for success and 

| Satisfaction year ‘round 
@ Flexible Scheduling to Meet B 401(k) and Profit Sharing 


\’ Ongoing Lucrative Monthly 


& Ongoing Sales Education 


Leadership in Call Ceuter Services 


1-800-491-4NBG (4624) 


and Quarterly Incentive 
Bonus Plans 


On stage 
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TOP NOTCH PLAYERS Lysa Chapman, Twyla Heaney, Tonya Lwowski and 
Alex Lenz practice for the production of the comedy ‘Blithe Spirit.’ 


New Top Notch Player 
strives to get to ‘top’ 


@ A promising actress 
lights up the stage 


By CH. DANDRETA 
Staff Reporter 


T= Top Notch Players have a new face 
among their ranks. Her name is Twyla 
Heaney and she has great potential, 
according to TNP’s coordinator, Susan Sand- 
ers. 

Heaney, from Newton Jct., N.H., chose 
NECC as her stepping stone. 

“I could have gone to college far away 
like California, but I didn’t want to make 
that big a jump right away,” Heaney said. 
“I’m only 18 and have never been on my 
own.” 

Born in Valejoe, Calif., Heaney travelled 
the country with her mom and two little 
brothers living, in California, Florida, New 
Jersey, Illinois, Massachusetts, and now she 
is settled in New Hampshire with her aunt 
and uncle. 

“We moved around a lot when I was 
growing up; now I'd like to stay close to my 
family for awhile,” she said. 

Her mother and two brothers live in 
Hampton, N.H., an easy 15 minute ride to 
the coast. 

Heaney, a theater major, started at NECC 
last fall. Like many students, she works and 


is enrolled in a 
couple of classes 
a semester. 

“Since I've got- 
ten into the the- 
ater community 
here, [love it,” she 
said. 

Activities from 
her youth, includ- 
ing dance and 
gymnastics, result 
from her ever- 
present desire to 
perform while she 
was growing up. 
Through all ofher 
hard work on 
stage, her aspira- 
tions in life are simply, “to be happy and 
famous.” 

“I want to (eventually) go to New York 
City,” she said. “It looks very enticing.” 

Her uncle often asks what she would do 
if she can’t break a career in acting and she 
answers, “I would dance or sing or some- 
thing else in the business.” 

Heaney plays Elvira in the TNP’s April 
production of Blithe Spirit, a comedy about 
the afterlife. 

Describing her character, who is a saucy 
and manipulative ghost, Heaney said, “she 
will be a lot of fun play.” 
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TWYLA HEANEY. 


Graduates with Co-op have 


more confidence. 


@ 8 Advantage 
Experience builds confidence. 


if 


Visit the Co-op office (C310) 
or call (508)374-3722 


@ Page 19 NECC Observer, Wednesday, April 3, 1996 


Arts & Entertainment 


Former student creates local access program 


@ Haverhill television 
studio showcases local 
comedy talents 


By MANNY TICKELIS 
Staff Reporter 


s the walnut rolls off the table, Eu- 
Az gets frustrated that he can not 

have lunch...the opening shot of 
Eugene's Afternoon, a comedy show produced 
locally by Jay Stevens Jr. at Haverhill Com- 
munity Television. 

“Eugene’s Afternoon is based on the com- 
edy skits of Buster Keaton, Ernie Kovacs and 
Charlie Chaplin,” said Stevens, a former 
NECC student, at the premiere. 

Kovacs is the pioneer of special effects, 
as well as the original founder of the '60’s 
comedy, Laugh-In. He is also known for his 
rapid fire skits. 

“The way he did his skits in black and 
white were really mind blowing when I first 
saw those programs,” Stevens said during 
his introduction in front of an audience of 


On the set 
M. Tickelis photo 


JAY STEVENS and co., ham it up 
rehearsing for ‘Eugene’s Afternoon.’ 


25 people in the Haverhill studio. 
Stevens, a graduate of Whittier Tech., 
has enjoyed producing the program. 
“I was really sick of seeing all of these 


shows on television that show nothing but 
trash for comedy,” he said. “I produced this 
program for people like me who are sick 
and tired of comedy and who want some- 
thing clean and original.” 

Eugene's Afternoon has original sketches 
as well as rehashes of old radio and televi- 
sion shows. For example, Amazing Louie’s 
plants and Zowie Coffee commercials star- 
ring local residents Anthony Colleto and 
Craig Hurd, were thought up in Hurd’s 
basement. 

“We were just mulling over some ideas 
for some skits, and we had some plants 
laying around when we got the idea,” Hurd 
said. “The next day we spoke to Jay (Stevens) 
and here we are.” 

The idea for one of their skits, the Twinn 
Brothers Lounge, came from a 1952 radio 
skit which starred the voices of Jim Backus, 
famous as Mr. Howell on Gilligan’s Island, 
and the voice of Mr. Magoo, and a very 
young Joan Rivers. 

In the television skit version of the Twinn 
Brothers Lounge, Stevens stars as Backus 
and Kristen Guerin plays Rivers. Hurd and 
Colleto star as the waiter and bartender 


respectively. 

The first skit shown on the program 
stars Stevens and is called The Impossible 
Lunch, 

“The Impossible Lunch is a fine example of 
Kovacs and his special effects.” he said. “The 
entire set and camera were tilted at a 45 
degree angle. Therefore, the view on your 
television set is at 180 degrees.” 

During the skit, Eugene looks forward to 
having his lunch. But he has some difficul- 
ties. His lunch seems to roll off the table. 

Stevens got support from various people 
at Haverhill Community Television. In in- 
troducing Stevens, Executive Director and 
NECC Alumnus Darlene Beal said, “It is a 
real treasure to have a show of such caliber. 
We at HCTV are extremely excited.” 

“My inspiration in producing these skits 
were the programs,” said Stevens at the 
premiere’s conclusion. “These shows are 
public icons. Also, all of these '50s pro- 
grams are clean, without any vulgarity that 
are in todays’s programs.” 

Regarding the future of the program, 
Stevens said, “If there is a sequel to Batman, 
then there will be a sequel.” 


Rancid rocks the Avalon in a sold-out concert 


@ With a potent version of the 
classic punk sound, Rancid 
proves itself as a crowd pleaser 


By SHAWN CONNELL 
Staff Reporter 


he San Francisco 
brought their 
style of punk rock with a twist of ska and reggae to 
Boston, March 25, fora one night only stop at the Avalon. 
The hour-and-15-minute set included about 25 songs, 
the majority of them from their third album, And Out 
Come The Wolves. Rancid plays short, powerful songs that 
are simply fun. 
Guitarists/vocalists Tim Armstrong and Lars 
Frederiksen, drummer Brett Reed and bassist Matt Free- 


Benefit concert 


® Vertical Velvet, Mugsy, Soup 
and Boiler Room Six, to play 
show for cancer victim 


By SCOTT MERRILL 
Graphics Editor 


n April 3, the Riverside House of Brews on Wash- 
ington Street in Haverhill will host a benefit 


show to raise money for NECC student Alex 
Lenz’s nephew Tyler Werner, who is in need of a bone 
marrow transplant. 

“My sister sent me up some flyers to hang up, sol took 
it to the next level and started organizing a benefit,” Lenz 
said. “I’ve never felt so strongly about a cause as I do 
about this one. Hopefully, if we can raise some money we 
can save his life.” 

Werner is an 18 month-old in danger of dying because 
he has a rare disease known as Langerans Cell Histiocy- 
tosis. 

There is no known cause or cure for this disease. In 
order to survive, Werner needs a bone marrow trans- 
plant. His family hopes the transplant will help to 
eliminate his infected blood cells. 

Werner has received one transfusion already, and 
doctors predict he will need another one soon. 

Eleven of Werner’s organs are now infected, which is 
why he needs the money for a marrow transplant as soon 
as possible. 

The donor must match all six of Werner’s antigens, a 
difficult requirement to meet for the operation. Anti- 
gens are the proteins found on the surfaces of white 
blood cells and other tissues. 

The Werner family is hopeful the new marrow will 
produce new blood and a new immune system. Doctors 
say the new marrow will be helpful in fighting off any 
remnants of the disease. 

The marrow transplant operation will cost $230,000. 
The Werners medical insurance will cover 90 percent of 
the total, which leaves the remaining $23,000, plus any 
additional costs. 

The benefit is designed to raise money to help cover 
costs that exceed the Werner’s medical insurance. Money 
left over will be donated to a fund to help others who 
need bone marrow transplants. Doors open at 6 p.m. 


man rely on heavy guitar riffs and catchy vocals to create an 
old punk sound to a new generation of punk-rockers. From 
the opening riff of Roots Radical, the Avalon crowd was into the 
show. 

The first few songs were crowd favorites. Avenues And 
Alleyways, She's Automatic and Lock Step And Gone, all from their 
latest album, got the sold out crowd going. Then came the 
1994 hit that put them on the map, Salvation. The band ripped 
into more songs like Maxwell Murder, Olympia Wa and Junkie 
Man. 

The most impressive aspect of Rancid is the vocals. 
Armstrong and Frederiksen share the singing duties. On 
several songs like The 11th Hour and Radio, they switch vocals 
every other verse. This style is reminiscent of the legendary 
punk band, The Clash. 

Next came some dedications for the crowd. The Ballad of 


Jimmy And Johnny and Old Friend wrapped up that section of 
the show, and the band slipped back into its set by blazing 
through the songs, Gunshot, Listed M.I.A. and Tenderloin, a 
track written about the San Francisco neighborhood that 
they hail from. 

For encores, Rancid did its two recent hits Ruby Soho and 
Time Bomb. Time Bomb, a reggae-influenced tune, was played 
differently than the studio cut by using an even stronger 
ska feel. 

Rancid is a throwback punk band. Unlike fellow new 
punk bands like Green Day,\Offspring and Foo Fighters, 
Rancid’s sound is heavily influenced by as The Clash, The 
Buzzcocks and The Ramones. 

Combined with heavy reggae influences, Rancid creates 
a unique sound. They have carried the punk torch passed 
down to them, and they have carried it well. 


Transferring to Bentley is a great 
career move in today’s market. 


Bentley’s business programs are ranked at the top by business 
leaders. So it’s no surprise that nine out of ten Bentley students land 
positions in their chosen fields or go on to graduate school within 


six months of graduation. 


Find out more at our April 30 information session for transfer 
students. Learn about our nine business and six liberal arts majors, 
and our flexible transfer credit policy. Talk with financial aid people 


and tour our campus. 
Preferred application 

deadline is May 15 for 

full-time study. (Students are 
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NAME 


accepted on a space available | 


basis after that.) Part-time 
enrollment is ongoing 
throughout the summer. 
Call 617/891-2244 or e-mail 
moreinfo@bentley.edu 

to reserve a space at our 
April 30 information session 
or for more information. 
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Sullivan 


@ Action flicks 
bring out best, worst 
in film making 


said about action fans, it’s that 

they're never satisfied. As each 
picture comes out, the explosions 
have to be larger, the death toll higher 
and the risk greater. 

The action genre started off simple 
enough. All that was needed for a hit 
were a couple of gunslingers and a 
cardboard saloon. The first real trend 
to sweep the action industry came 
with the mainstream use of the mo- 
tor vehicle. 

Car chases became a vital addi- 
tion to almost all action pictures. To 
this day, mini-demolition derbies are 
still incorporated into most plots, 
but they no longer satisfy the fans 
insatiable desire for carnage. 

The next concept was humor. It 
was pioneered by such action greats 
as Mel Gibson in Lethal Weapon, and 
Eddie Murphy in Beverly Hills Cop. 

The idea was that these heroes 
were of such caliber they could face a 
slew of bad guys with a smile and a 
remark for each of them. Hence, the 
next precedent was set in the genre. 

It was no longer acceptable to just 
“off” the bad guys; instead, it went 
without saying that each killing must 
be prefaced witha sarcastic soundbyte 
to be flaunted in the previews. 

Arnold Schwarzenegger, always 
at the forefront of action innovation, 
spoke the truth with his immortal 
quote, “I'll be back.” He was back, 
with the biggest thrill to movie goers 
since the boulder scene in Raiders of 
the Lost Arc. 

Using computer-generated graph- 
ics, Terminator 2’s villain was trans- 
formed intoa fluid-like, metallic men- 
ace, capable of assuming the shapes 
of various instruments of death. 

Coupled with yet another legend- 
ary soundbyte, “Hasta la vista, baby,” 
T2 was an incomparable success. 
Schwarzenegger's box office draw 
spawned a new idea in Hollywood: 
movies that are tailor-made for their 
stars. 

Audiences were thrilled by mar- 
tial artists like Bruce Lee, but due to 
bad dubbing and low budgets, most 
never went mainstream. 

Hollywood needed someone of 
equal skill, but someone the public 
could relate to; enter Steven Seagal 
and Jean Claude Van Damme. Por- 
trayed on the big screen as typical 
Americans who just happen to know 
a few moves, they developed huge 
followings. 

These were interesting innova- 
tions, but like their predecessors, 
their attraction wasn't permanent. 
Action fans yearned for a new twist, 
something to spark their interest. 
Pulp Fiction then stepped up to the 
plate. 

Pulp Fiction added an artistic flair 
to its violence and the dark under- 
tones and catchy soundtrack led to 
the first box-office success for this 
new sub-genre. The idea took a while 
to catch on, but it seems Hollywood 
will continue to pursue it. 

Things To Do In Denver When You're 
Dead and Fargo have taken the con- 
cept to the next level. These films 
surpass the accomplishments of Pulp 
Fiction and will help propel the genre 
into the next century. 

In the future, further innovations 
are needed if action films are to 
survive. Until then, movies like Fargo 
remain a refreshing alternative to 
the mainstream terrorism inherent 


in today’s action films. 
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¥*. Diabolique — 

After recently 

losing at the 

1996 Academy 
Awards, nomi- 
nee Sharon Stone 
gives her worst performance since her 
flop in Sliver, in the disappointing mys- 
tery, Diabolique. 

Isabelle Adjani co-stars as a murder- 
ous wife in a private school. Stone and 
Adjani kill Adjani’s husband (Chazz 
Palminteri), but problems arise when 
the body is nowhere to be found. * 1/2 
out of four stars. 

¢ Fargo — Steve Buscemi stars in this 
quirky murder mystery set in the Mid- 
west. A financially troubled car sales- 
man hires two thugs to kidnap his wife 
for ransom money from a rich father-in- 
law. 

What starts out as a simple money 
making scam turns into a whirlwind of 
murder and mayhem as a small town 
police officer pursues the case. 

Excellent directing and a fascinating 
plot make for a great film in the tradi- 
tion of Pulp Fiction and Things To Do In 
Denver When You're Dead. kx * 

¢ Sgt. Bilko — Steve Martin and Dan 
Aykroyd team up in this goofy new com- 
edy, based on the old television series. 

Shedding back about ten years a piece 
to their much wackier and funnier selves, 
Bilko delivers more laughs than expected 
as we follow the trials of the money 
grubbing Sgt. Bilko (Martin). ** 1/2 

¢ A Family Thing — Tackling the ste- 
reotypes still existing in America, Rob- 
ert Duvall and James Earl Jones star in 
the new comedy/drama, A Family Thing. 

Duvall plays a middle aged redneck 
who learns late on in life that his real 
mother was an African-American. This 
knowledge keys in to him finding the 
half of his family that he never knew he 
had, including half-brother James Earl 
Jones. The movie remains unpretentious 
while promoting a union between all 
people and races. *** 


¢ Executive Decision — Starring the 
unlikely action duo of Steven Seagal 
and Kurt Russell, Executive Decision 
pounds home the stunts on a high 
flying trip on a 747. 

Although the film obviously sticks 
closely to the Die Hard formula, it enter- 
tains. Seagal and Russell lead an Ameri- 
can task force onto a plane hijacked by 
an Islamic fundamentalist who holds 
the potential of killing everyone on the 
East Coast. ** 1/2 

+ Up Close & Personal does for journal- 
ists what the film Backdraft did for 
firefighters. Tally Atwater (Michelle 
Pfeiffer), starts out as a weathergirl for 
a small station in Miami, but is quickly 
taken under the wing of seasoned jour- 
nalist, Warren Justice (Robert Redford), 

The two hit it off and their love affair 
becomes the film’s main theme. Redford 
and Pfeiffer give strong performances 
and come off as a match made in Holly- 
wood heaven. *** 1/2 

¢ The Birdcage — Robin Williams, 
Gene Hackman and Nathan Lane star in 
a riotous look at family, sexual orienta- 
tion and contemporary American cul- 
ture. 

Sophisticated humor encompasses 
the film, as opposed to the sarcastic 
drivel of other popular comedies. ** ** 

* Rumble In The Bronx — “The only 
action hero who does all his own stunts,” 
Jackie Chan, causes an earthquake in 
the box office with his new movie. 

Refreshing action and comedy all 
make this martial arts feature stand 
out from the rest. ***&*« 
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SHARON STONE and Isabelle 
Adjani disappoint in ‘Diabolique.’ 
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: Playing At Local Theaters On & Off Campus Arts 


¢ The American Repertory Theatre 
presents its spring production of 
Henrik Ibsen’s Hedda Gabler. 

Exploring the depths of emotional 
chaos, Hedda Gabler traces the progres- 
sion of an unhappily married woman 
to the extremes of human destruc- 
tion. The play touches on each charac- 
teristic of Gabler’s mind and depicts 
how alluring, hateful and relentless 
anyone can be. 

The century-old history of the play 
has proved deliciously horrific through 
the 20th century and will attempt to 
amaze in the A.R.T.’s production on 
April 4 & 5 at 7:30 p.m. and on April 6 
& 7 at 1:30 p.m. 

Tickets cost $10 for the general 
public and $5 for students and senior 
citizens. Call (617) 547-8300 for more 
information. 

¢ The Friends of the Newburyport 
Library in association with the Society 
for the Development of the Arts and 
Humanities host Capturing Contempo- 
rary History April 29. 

The event includes an opportunity 
to listen to award-winning author 
Jonathan Harr speak about his book, A 
Civil Action, recently awarded with the 
National Book Critics Circle Award for 
general nonfiction in 1995. 

* On April 3, the Haverhill Gallery 
in the Bentley Library will play host to 
the third exhibit of the semester, By A 
Clearer Light: 75th Anniversary of the Na- 
tional Parks Service. 

The presentation depicts the regal- 
ity of American parks in a new light, 
and not just the postcard-like por- 
traits that everyone knows. The work 
of David Halpern features the majesty 
of Glacier National Park and 
Yellowstone, among many others. 

+ Also, the New Nile Orchestra will 
perform at the Haverhill campus in an 
Earth Day concert April 21. The four 
musicians and their dancer promise 
to entertain while performing the 


sights and sounds of far off lands. 
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Top 10 


_ QUT ON A LIMB by GARY KOPERVAS 
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TO PLANKTON. t 5. Champagne Supernova: Oasis 
= i 6. Brain Stew/Jaded: Green Day 
i 6 7.1979: Smashing Pumpkins 


8. Santa Monica (Watch The World 
Die): Everclear 

9. Heaven Beside You: Alice In Chains 
10. Follow You Down: Gin Blossoms 


Singles 
1. Because You Loved Me: Celine Dion 
2. Nobody Knows: The Tony Rich 
Project j 
3. Sittin’ Up In My Room: Brandy 
4. Down Low: R. Kelly 
5. Not Gon’ Cry: Mary J. Blige 
6. Ironic: Alanis Morissette 
7. One Sweet Day: Mariah Carey & 
Boyz II Men 
8. Missing: Everything But The Girl 
9. Follow You Down: Gin Blossoms 
10. Lady: D’Angelo 


I HAVE A BAD 
FEEUNG ABouT 


TV ratings 
1. Seinfeld: NBC, Thursday, 9 p.m. 
2. Home Improvement: ABC, Tuesday, 
pty ' 9 p.m. 
3. Friends: NBC, Thursday, 8 p.m. 


BUTCH AND DOUGIE by ALEX HOWELL Saat Face 


DOUGIE, POU KNOW HOW WELL IVE VECIVDED 5. Caroline In The City: NBC, Thurs- 
THERERE USUALLY? TOYS TO PUT CEREAL IN day, 9:30 p.m. 
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IN THE CEREA MY TOYS / 6. Frasier: NBC, Thursday, 10 p.m. 
— 7. The Single Guy: NBC, Thursday, 


8:30 p.m. 

8. 60 Minutes: CBS, Sunday, 7 p.m. 
9. The Dana Carvey Show: ABC, 
Tuesday, 9:30 p.m. 

10. Movie: A Face To Die For: NBC, 
Monday, 9 p.m. 


QMS by King Features Syndicate, Inc World rights reserved 


Acts Coming to New England 


Catch the following artists at clubs and 
stadiums all over New England in the 
coming weeks. 

¢ Late ’80s alternative group, Love 
and Rockets, is back after a long hiatus 
with a new album. They will play April 3 
at the Paradise. Tickets are $15. 

¢ Strangemen will appear at Mama 
Kin on April 3 for a 19+ show. Tickets 
cost only $5. 

¢ Classic rock pioneers, Rick Derrin- 
ger and Johnny Winter, will appear at 
Lupo’s in Providence R.I. April 5, for 
$13.50. 

¢ The bump 'n grind spokesman R. 
Kelly, will weave his tender trance at the 
FleetCenter on April 5. Tickets will be 
$22.50. 

¢ Stabbing Westward, famous for the 
What Do I Have To Do tune, will make it to 
Axis on Saturday, April 6. 

¢ Punky California rockers No Doubt, 
with the hit single Just A Girl, will head- 
line Mama Kin Tuesday, April 9. Doors 
open at 8 p.m. for this all ages show. 

¢ England’s rock product Bush, will 
appear at the Providence Civic Center on 
April 10. Tickets will cost $20. 

¢ Iggy Pop is back again with another 
album and will play an 18+ show at 
Avalon April 10. All tickets are $20. 

¢ Shawn Colvin will appear at the 
Lowell Memorial Auditorium April 11. 
Tickets cost $19.50 and $22.50. 

¢ Taj Mahal & The Subdues are at the 
Somerville Theater on April 11. Tickets 
start at $19.50. 

¢ The Pogues will showcase their 
talents on April 12 at the Avalon. Tickets 
are $17 for this 18+ show. 

¢ Les Claypool and friends, known as 
Primus, will take The Strand in Provi- 
dence RJ. by storm on April 13. All 
tickets will be $20.50. 

¢ Lisa Loeb and Nine Stories are tak- 
ing their act to Lupo’s, in Providence, R.I. 
Tickets cost $12.50 for this April 13 
show. 

* Metal guitar leader, Joe Satriani 
will appear at the Avalon April 14. This 


18+ show starts at 6:30 p.m. and all 
tickets are $19.50. 

* Joan Osborne, most famous for her 
One Of Us tune, will appear at The Strand 
in Providence, R.I. April 16. Tickets will 
be $16. 

« Newcomers to the alternative scene, 
Garbage, originators of recent hits, Queer 
and I’m Only Happy When It Rains, are 
playing for one night only at the Avalon 
on Lansdowne Street. Tickets are $12 for 
this 18+ April 18 show. 

¢ Icons from the ’80s, Tears for Fears, 
will make an appearance at the Avalon 
Friday, April 19. Tickets are $18, and it is 
21+. 

¢ The popular Canadian export, Cow- 
boy Junkies, are coming to the Orpheum 
Theater April 19 at 8 p.m. Tickets cost 
$19.50 to $22.50. 

¢ Ministry has released a new album, 
Filth Pig, and they will be supporting it 
with an appearance at Fitchburg’s 
Wallace Civic Center on Saturday April 
20 at 7:30. All tickets will be $24. 

¢ Punk heroes, Bad Religion, will 
appear at the Avalon April 21 in support 
of their new album, The Grey Race. Special 
guests Dance Hall Crashers will also 
appear at this all ages show. 

¢ California’s modern rock group, 
Everclear, originators of top 10 smash, 
Santa Monica (Watch The World Die), will 
headline the Orpheum on April 22, and 
tickets will be $16. 

* Cracker will make it to Avalon for 
an April 24 concert. Doors open at 8 p.m. 
and tickets are $16 for this 18+ show. 

* Anti-technique noise-meisters Sonic 
Youth will bring their act to Lupo’s Heart- 
break Hotel in Providence R1I., for an 
Afril 27 show. All tickets will be $10 for 
this expected sell out. 

¢ Alternative rockers, The Toadies, 
will appear with the hard-core sounds of 
CIV April 29 at the Avalon. This show is 
16+ and tickets are $15. 

¢ The Euro-Alternative band known 
as Lush will host a show at the Paradise 
April 29. 


‘Observer’scopes 


ARIES — The trials of the last month 
will culminate this week with a sur- 
prise from a friend. Although your 
troubles will subside, keep a close 
watch on things to be sure. 

TAURUS — Let family come first 
in the weeks ahead. Things may seem 
as if they’re all right, but your loved 
ones need you more than you know. 

GEMINI — You need to settle down. 
There is a lot of animosity building 
up in the people around you, and it 
won't be long before they turn on 
you. 

CANCER — The time has come for 
you to stand up for yourself. The 
relentless hardships caused by others 
will end now if you can only speak 
your mind with confidence. 

LEO — The extra money in your 
pocket is burning a hole. Resist the 
temptation to make the big purchase 
and save for a special rainy day com- 
ing soon. 

VIRGO — Stop pretending that 
you don't need to work hard. Trouble 
is on the way for procrastinators. 

LIBRA — Don’t sit around the 
house. Take a chance with a group of 
friends on a warm spring day. 

SCORPIO — The winter is over, but 
your troubles are beginning. Keep 
quiet and lay low for a while. 

SAGITTARIUS — The desire to re- 
gress is weighing you down. History 
will repeat itself if you are not care- 
ful. Summer will come very quickly 
for you. 

CAPRICORN — The one you love 
most is crying out to you, so keep 
your eyes open and lend your ear. 

AQUARIUS — Resist the urge to 
worry in this exasperating time. There 
is more joy in store for you than your 
mind can possibly understand. 

PISCES — It is now or never be- 
tween you and a close friend. Deal 
with things as best you can, but don’t 
forget about your other responsibili- 
ties at home and in your classes. 


‘ 


Movies 
1. The Birdcage: United Artists, Robin 
Williams, Nathan Lane 
2. Executive Decision: Warner Bros., 
Kurt Russell, Steven Seagal 
3. Homeward Bound II: Lost In San 
Francisco: Walt Disney, Robert Hays 
4. Up Close & Personal: Touchstone, 
Robert Redford, Michelle Pfeiffer 
5. Down Periscope: 20th Century Fox, 
Kelsey Grammer 
6. Mr. Holland's Opus: Hollywood, 
Richard Dreyfuss 
7. Broken Arrow: 20th Century Fox, 
John Travolta, Christian Slater 
8. Ed: Universal, Matt LeBlanc 
9. Rumble In The Bronx: New Line, 
Jackie Chan 
10. Happy Gilmore: Universal, Adam 
Sandler 


Fiction 
1. Primary Colors: Anonymous, 
Random House 
2. The Horse Whisperer: Nicholas 
Evans, Delacorte 
3. Absolute Power: David Baldacci, 
Warner 
4. The Celestine Prophecy: James 
Redfield, Warner 
5. McNally’s Puzzle: Lawrence 
Sanders, Putnam 
6. That Camden Summer: LaVyrla 
Spencer, Putnam 
7. The Cat Who Said Cheese: Lilian 
Jackson Braun, Putnam 
8. Intensity: Dean Koontz, Knopf 
9. In The Presence Of The Enemy: 
Elizabeth George, Bantam 
10. In The Beauty Of The Lilies: John 
Updike, Knopf 


Nonfiction 
1. Men Are From Mars, Women Are 
From Venus: John Gray, 
HarperCollins 
2. Rush Limbaugh Is A Big Fat Idiot 
And Other Observations: Al Franken, 
DelaCorte 
3. The Seven Spiritual Laws Of Success: 
Deepak Chopra, New World Library 
4. The Way Of The Wizard: Deepak 
Chopra, Harmony 
5. How Could You Do That?! The 
Abdication Of Character, Courage, And 


Conscience: Dr. Laura Schlessinger, 
HarperCollins 


~\ 
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Coaches recruit for next semester 


@ NECC hopes to 
attract new talent to 
sports program 


By JELANI PHILLIPS 
Sports Editor 


ack of able bodies last season has 
L== coach Dick Steele to increase 

efforts to recruit high school basket- 
ball players. 

The Knights were 1-17 last year and had 
to turn the team into a club sport after 
game 13 because several players became 
academically ineligible. A club means any- 
body can play who attends NECC regard- 
less of grades or the amount of credits 
taken. 

The problem with club status is the 
team could not participate in any year end 
tournaments. 

“This season was a tough one, but one 
thing these guys didn’t do was give up and 
I respect them for that no matter what our 
record was,” Steele said. 

In the first week of February, Steele sent 
180 letters to high school seniors around 
the Merrimack Valley and southern New 
Hampshire to let people know that NECC 
does have a basketball program. 

“IT sent out the letters because I believe 
that through communication we can get 
people to come here and get an education,” 
Steele said. “While playing basketball, some 
of these kids will get some recognition to 
go play somewhere else.” 

Steele has planned a day called “Senior 
Saturday” on April 6 to welcome all the 
new players to the school. On this day, 
seniors will be able to sign up for school, 
find out what loans and grants they can 
get, tour the college and meet Steele to see 
if they are interested in the basketball 


Working overtime 


program. 

Steele sent out a second set of 180 letters 
announcing “Senior Saturday.” 

He has received responses from two 
students so far, one from Tyngsboro and 
the other from Merrimac. 

“I think a lot of the kids are holding out 
on me to see what other schools have to 
offer,” Steele said. “But once some of them 
don't receive offers, then I think they will 
respond to my letters.” 

Steele plans to meet April 24 with play- 
ers. He wants to have everybody meet to 


File photos 
NECC’S BASKETBALL Coaches, Dick Steele and Mike Smith, have already 
gotten off toa early start recruiting for next year’s basketball season. Both 
squads are losing several key players this year. 


talk about the upcoming year. 

He hopes to schedule a weekly meeting 
over the summer and next fall with new 
recruits to play pick-up games while get- 
ting to know each other's playing style. 

Steele believes next season will go much 
better than this season, and he also thinks 
his recruiting this spring and summer will 
pay off next year. 

“The school and I have worked too hard 
to not have any participation by the stu- 
dents next year,” Steele said. “My guess is 
we will have 10-12 players show up for 


practice next fall.” 

The girl’s basketball team had a success- 
ful season and made it to the regional 
championship game, but lost to 
Quinsigamond. Mike Smith was impressed 
with the team’s performance, and boasted 
about it's 14-10 record. 

“As long as I can build a program that 
helps players get collegiate recognition, it 
will be a success,” Smith said. 

Smith does most of his recruiting for the 
team in a summer league which the college 
hosts every year. According to Smith, there 
are at least 100 men’s and women’s teams 
of all ages who participate in the league 
from Masschusetts and New Hampshire. 

“This league gives me a chance to see the 
players as well as meet the coaches to 
persuade them to give our school a chance 
for them to develop,” Smith said. 

Smith also gets a lot of recruits from a 
camp which he runs for high school players 
wanting to get into shape before the basket- 
ball season. The high schools can’t practice 
until the Monday after Thanksgiving. The 
camp is held the weekend before. 

“The camp is strictly for conditioning 
and for kids to get an early start on their 
skills before they report to practice that 
Monday,” Smith said. “It also lets me meet 
some of the players and let them see how 
things are done around here.” 

Smith has three players he hopes will 
return next fall - Meghan Miller, Sharon 
Billings and Amanda Crowell. He said four 
players from local high schools have con- 
firmed that they will be playing for NECC 
next semester. 

He wants people who have some talent 
to come out for the team. 

“I just don’t want these kids coming out 
of high school that go here to be intimi- 
dated by college basketball,” he said. “If 
these kids have some talent, I would love for 
them to come talk to me... their presence 
will definitely make a difference.” 


Student interest to decide soccer club future 


@ Participation is 
key in forming soccer 
club for fall semester 


By TRACY BERLING 
Staff Reporter 


ith sports activities slowly de- 
creasing, NECC students and fac- 
ulty are exploring the possibility 


of forming a new soccer club at the college. 

NECC already has the equipment and 
playing field. The only thing missing is the 
players. 

Mike Smith, assistant athletic director, 
has offered his time to coach a team if it is 
reinstated. 

“I would like to see another soccer pro- 


Step on up 


J. Lattime photo 
Giovanni Passafiume checks his 
weight after working out at the 
fitness center. 


gram here at NECC,” he said. “It’s just a 
matter of getting people interested and 
committed to a team.” 

The last soccer team played nearly two 
years ago, but it was cut due to lack of 
student interest and dedication, in addition 
to budget cuts. 

Jason Faria, NECC student senate vice- 
president, believes that is no longer the 
case. Being an avid soccer player himself, he 
has the knowledge of what it takes to have 
and maintain a team and emphasizes he 
knows a lot of people who would be inter- 
ested in playing on a club team. 

“We just need to get a team together,” he 
said. “As for the budget, if enough people 
are interested, the student senate would 
have no reason to deny the money fora club 
team.” 

Faria and Smith agree the key to start- 
ing aclub team at NECCis students express- 


Spare Change? 


“We just need to get a team to- 
gether. As for the budget, if enough 
people are interested, the student 

4| senate would have no reason to 

| deny the money for a club team.” 


Jason Faria 


ing their interests and really getting in- 
volved. 

“The nice thing about a club team is that 
whether you are a full-time student, part- 
time student, day student or night student, 
you can play on a club team,” Smith said. 


“Academics are not a strong concern when 
you play on a club team.” 

Any student interested in playing on a 
soccer club team are encouraged to contact 
Smith in the gym at ext. 3820, or Faria in his 
student senate office at ext. 3739. 


Spring means dusting off fitness gear 


@ The season’s upon us, 
and warm weather says 
it’s time to tone up 


By ERIC LOESCHER 
Staff Reporter 


orking out and shaping up seem 
to be the norm as the pleasant 
weather approaches, Every sunny 


day, more people run, walk and try to get 
fit 

Each spring, the cross-trainers come out 
of the closet and the spandex suits get 
pulled down from the attic. This time of 
year is the busiest at all the local gyms and 
fitness centers. 

“Usually a few weeks after the New Year, 
the people start pouring in,” said Steven 
Toomey, a personal trainer at the Salem 
Athletic Club. 

He said it is busy until summer, but after 


that it dies down. 

“People give up because they figure that 
if they haven't gotten to the point that they 
wanted to by now, it’s probably too late,” he 
said. 

“As it gets warmer, you'll be showing 
move skin by dressing lighter,” said Holley 
Eld, a freshman. 

Spring fashions play a big role in how 
people look and why they try to look their 
healthiest. 

NECC’s fitness and wellness center is 
more crowded now than at any other time 
during the year. 

The school also offers hiking and moun- 
tain biking during the spring because it’s 
the time of year when people are the most 
active. 

But why does everybody only seem to be 
concerned with their bodies as summer 
grows nearer? Most feel it’s the “bathing 
suit season” that motivates people. 

“Society puts a lot of pressure on people, 
especially women to look good,” said Sue 


Driscoll, a medical student. 

Most local gyms offer springtime spe- 
cials and cheap rates during this season 
because they know people are trying to look 
their best. 

Everybody wants to capitalize on the 
season. It only comes around once a year 
and everyone joins. 

From the buffest hardbody to the big- 
gest couch potato, people want to be out- 
side and look active. It’s almost psychologi- 
cal that as the weather gets better, you are 
obligated to get into shape. The key is 
staying in shape year round, not just when 
the weather is great. 

But this year will be no different, as 
people will be playing basketball at the 
local park and strutting their stuff at the 
beach. The tanning lotion will glisten off 
the muscles made during the spring time, 
but soon after that, the fall will roll around 
and the baggy jeans and thick sweatshirts 
will cover all the pizza and beer consumed 
for the rest of the year. 
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Knights ready for exciting year 


@ With a new crop of 
talent, baseball team 
will battle with the 
league’s best squads 


By DANNY ROGER 
Sports Editor 


hanks to a winter which dropped 
record-breaking amounts of snow, 
Mother Nature is finally erasing the 

cold as spring peeks around the corner. 

The ’96 NECC baseball season has ar- 
rived. 

Last season, the Knights finished a dis- 
appointing 8-12 and lost in the state tour- 
nament semi-final game to eventual 
champs, Quinsigamond C.C. 

This year, Mike Rowinski, head coach, in 
his 15th season at NECC, returns only two 
players from last season, Matt Curran and 
Tony Matias, but has brought in some strong 
recruits. 

“We've got some talent,” he said. “This is 
a team where one through nine, ten and 
eleven can play some baseball. 

“If everything falls into place, although 
it’s too early to tell, this could be a pretty 
good baseball team, a lot better than last 
year.” 

Right now, 13 definite players are prac- 
ticing, Rowinski is hoping to carry at least 
15. He still has not gotten word from a 
couple of players who are undecided if they 
want to play or not. 

Since only two players are returning, 
Rowinski is dealing with a new group. What 
has impressed him the most is how the 
mixture of new players have gotten along 
without any problems in only two weeks of 


And here’s the pitch 


C. Tierney photo 


KNIGHT PLAYER Jose Abrud, awaits the offering from pitcher Chris 
Twombley at their home away from home, Haverhill’s Swasey’s Field. The 
team will look to improve on last year’s 8-12 record. 


practicing together. 

“I’m very pleasantly surprised with the 
way things have been going,” he said. “The 
thing about this team is I really like its 
chemistry. We’ve got kids from Lawrence, 
Haverhill and Amesbury, and right away 
there was a certain click.” 

Last season, Mike King carried the pitch- 
ing staff, winning all eight games. Accord- 
ing to Rowinski, the pitching staff consist- 
ing of Chris Twombley, Ryan Murphy and 
Kevin Wain has some strong arms, unlike 
last year. 

Twombley, a transfer from Endicott Col- 
lege, previosly played in the Boston Park 
League and has received attention from pro 


scouts. 

“This year we've got three excellent pitch- 
ers and one who’s undecided if he wants to 
play,” Rowinski said. “He (Twombley) is 
going to be a kid we're going to count ona 
lot.” 

Rowinski says it is to early to tell who 
will play at specific positions, but the in- 
field will be made up of Wain, Matias, Pedro 
Perez, Dan Kelly and Kris Fourtzialas. Perez, 
who has a golden arm according to Rowinski, 
will catch, play first-base and possibly pitch. 

The outfield will consist of Curran, Kelly, 
and Jose Abrud. More positions will be 
known as practices progress. 

When mentioning last year’s squad, 


Red Sox can 


® Boston’s bash boys 
will destroy American 
League pitching, 

but doubts remain 


By JOHN BILODEAU 
Staff Reporter 


hinking about that ground ball 

going through Bill Buckner’s legs 

in game six of the 1986 World 
Series still makes people cry. 

The Red Sox have lost 13 post-season 
games in a row. With the losses of games 
six and seven in the ’86 playoffs, the Sox 
have gone on to be swept in 1988 and in 
1990 by the Oakland Athletics in the 
American League Championship Series. 
They were swept in last year’s playoffs 
during a three-game series against the 
Cleveland Indians. 

Last year, the Red Sox had the third 
best hitting average in the American 
League at .280, the third best pitching 
staff with a 4.39 era, and the third best 
record in all of baseball at 86-58. 

After the season ended, their stats 
were for naught as the Indians went on 
to beat the Red Sox in three straight. The 
Indians were in all three categories just 
mentioned, but were first in each one at 
.291 avg., 3.83 era, 100-44, respectively. 

The Sox are coming offa great season 
behind American League MVP Mo 
Vaughn, although they were supposed 
to be in a rebuilding year. 

In Dan Duquette’s second year as the 
Sox general manager, he has put to- 
gether a great nucleus of young and old 
players. 

While Duquette used 53 players, a 
single season record, the Sox still man- 
aged to have great team chemistry, and 
surprised everyone in baseball. 

With the departures of Rick Aguilera, 
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repeat their ways in 1996 


What do I do? 


Erik Hanson, Zane Smith, Mike Macfarlane 
and Willie McGee, the Red Sox were looking 
for Duquette to pull offa few good trades or 
dip into the free-agent pool. 

Their number one priority was a closer, 
so they traded Lee Tinsley, Glen Murray and 
Ken Ryan for closer Heathcliff Slocumb, of 
the Philadelphia Phillies. Slocumb should 
fill a huge void the Sox needed. 

Now with a closer, the Sox next obtained 
power-hitting middle-infielder, Wil Cordero. 
The Sox traded Rheal Cormier and a couple 
minor leaguers to the Montreal Expos for 
Cordero. 

The Sox next signed ex-Kansas City Royal 
Tom Gordon to eat up a lot of innings and 
then finally reached an agreement with 
catcher, Mike Stanley, who elected to come 
to Boston instead of the rival New York 
Yankees. 

With all of the contract talks put aside 


File photo 
STARTING THIRD-BASEMAN, Tim Naerhing, is finally establishing him- 
self as a premier player. The Red Sox line-up can now compete with 
Cleveland’s and Baltimore’s, especially with Naerhing batting eighth. 


from Vaughn, John Valentin and Tim 
Wakefield, the Red Sox should have a 
potent offense again this year. What the 
Sox don’t have is defense - they ac- 
counted for the most errors in the Ameri- 
can League last season. 

The pitching staff brings up a lot of 
questions, also. Is Roger Clemens going 
to pitch like the old Roger? Will Wakefield 
dazzle the league again? Can Gordon 
pitch like he did with the Royals? Will 
Slocumb be a bust or the savior of the 
bullpen? 

Altogether, what Boston fans have is 
a very likeable team that will definitely 
test the strength of the Green Monster 
with all the balls smacking against it. 

Baseball fans finally have a full sea- 
son to look forward to as well as the 
longer playoff format. So get ready for a 
great ride this summer. 


Rowinski said defense and pitching are the 
areas which need to be improved this sea- 
son. From what he’s seen so far, the im- 
provements have already occurred. 

“Last year we struggled defensively, we 
were very poor,” Rowinski said. “We’re 
already better than that now, just in the 
nature of the kids. The other area is the 
pitching, where Mike King was a real good 
pitcher for us last year. We won eight 
games and I think Mike won them all.” 

Rowinski sees great talent on his team 
in every area. 

“What’s nice about this team, and it’s 
always a catalyst, is we have a number of 
kids that were high school all-stars,” he 
said. “Last year’s team just didn’t have that 
type of talent.” 

The Knights schedule has them travel- 
ing most of the season, unlike last year 
when most of the games were at home. The 
first couple of weeks will tell what kind of 
team Rowinski has as the Knights play four 
double-headers in a span of 10 days. 

Rowinski says the elite of the region, 
Norwalk, Holyoke and Manchester, will test 
his team to the limit in the double-headers. 

“We have a very difficult schedule, espe- 
cially early in the year,” he said. “We open 
up at Newbury, who we shouldn’t have too 
much difficulty with, but then we get right 
into playing, and unfortunately the way the 
schedule went, it’s all at once. 

“We may start slow, I’m hoping the 
pitching will carry us and we'll see what 
happens.” 

With a coach excited about his team and 
the season, the Knights can battle with the 
top three and make a run at the regionals. 

“The pieces are starting to fall,” Rowinski 
said. “I can’t tell you in terms of wins and 
losses, but I know one thing: we’ll be very 
competitive.” 

The Knights start the season at home 
April 4 against Newbury College at 3 p.m. 


96 Baseball Schedule 


Date & Time (p.m.) College 

April 4 (Hi) e3 Newbury 

April 6 (A) 1&3 Naugatuck 
Aprili2 (A) 2&4 Manchester 
April14 (A) 1&3 Holyoke 
April1S (A) 1&3 Norwalk 
April17 (H) 4 Mass Bay 
April18 (A) 4 Mass Bay 

April 20 (H) 12&2 Quinsigamond 
April 22 (H) 4 Roxbury 
April23 (A) 4 Roxbury 
April24 (H) 4 Springfield Tech. 
April26 (A) 4 Springfield Tech. 
April29 (H) 4 North Shore 
April30 (A) 4 North Shore 


Sports Trivia 


1. Who holds the NBA record for most 
assists and steals in a career? 

2.Who holds the highest single-season scor- 
ing average in NBA history? 

3. What team originally drafted Eric Lindros 
as the first pick in the 1991 NHL Draft? 

4. What player broke the all-time stolen 
base record on the same day Nolan Ryan 
recorded his seventh no-hitter? 

5. Who holds the record for most receiving 
touchdowns in a season? 


Answers: 
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Crazy Baseball Stuff 


Q Sachel Paige was 59 years old when he 
pitched in the majors in 1965. 

Q Burleigh Grimes was the last legal spit- 
ball pitcher when he left the game in 1934. 
QO Joe Dimaggio became the first player to 
get paid $100,000 a season. 

QiIn 1882, the number of balls needed to get 
a walk was chopped down to seven. 
Q)Also in 1882, centerfielder Paul Hines was 
the first player to wear sunglasses. 
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Newspaper wins Crown Award in New York 


‘Observer’ is the only 
two-year paper to win 
at recent college media 


convention 


By SCOTT FERREN 
Editor 


t a ceremony in New York City, the 

NECC Observer accepted a national 

journalism award from the Colum- 
bia Scholastic Press Association for the sec- 
ond consecutive year. 

The award, called the Silver Crown, is 
awarded annually to college newspapers, 
yearbooks and magazines by Columbia 
University. The Observer competed with 405 
other newspapers for the prize, which is the 
second highest award given to college pub- 
lications. 

Out of the 13 newspapers winning ei- 
ther a Gold, the highest award, or Silver 
Crowns, the Observer is the only winner 
from a two-year college, which makes the 
award even more gratifying, according to 
editor Jason Grosky. 

“Even to be considered in the same class 
as Auburn University, Kansas State Univer- 
sity and Indiana University — that’s an ac- 
complishment in itself,” Grosky said. 

Joseph T. LeBlanc, Observer adviser, said 
the Columbia competition is difficult to 
win because the group does not differenti- 
ate between two and four-year newspapers, 
unlike other national collegiate journalism 
competitions. 

The staff is delighted to win awards for 
the work it does and some said being on the 
Observer has headed their careers in the 
right direction. 

“Your efforts pay off,” said Breeda 
Whitmore, managing editor. “Sometimes 
when you work very hard putting out the 
paper and writing stories, you're not al- 
ways sure if people appreciate the effort 
This is an award for all that effort,” she said. 

News editor David Miller said it’s nice to 
be recognized on a national level, but he 
works hard because he wants a quality 
story with his name on it to appear in the 
paper, not for the awards. 

George Scione, opinion page editor, ech- 
oed Miller’s sentiments, saying his gratifi- 
cation comes from getting to know his 
fellow Observer staffers, as well as others 
around campus. 

“It’s done for me the most important 
thing a college experience can do for you,” 
said Matthew Connery, arts & entertain- 
ment editor. “It might not be class work and 
I might not be graded for it, but it’s made 
me realize what I want to do for the rest of 
my life,” he said. 


“It's made me more ambitious,” 


Spring accomplishment 


File photo 


THE AWARD-WINNING ‘Observer’ staff: Front, editors Jason Grosky and 
Scott Ferren. Second row, assistant adviser Laura E. McKellar, Colin 
Tierney, Breeda Whitmore, Danielle Paplaskas and Jelani Phillips. Back, 
Matthew Connery, Danny Roger, David Miller, George Scione and Scott 
Merrill. Tara Carbone, Deanne Guardino and Alex Bosse not pictured. 


Whitmore said. “Finally, after all these years, 
I know what I want to be when I grow up.” 

Many on staff credit LeBlanc for the 
newspaper's direction and guidance. Most 
staffers are journalism majors who have 
LeBlanc as their academic adviser and say 
he’s helpful not only with their writing but 
with choosing classes and personal issues. 

“We have probably the best adviser in 
the country,” Scione said. 

“I think a lot ofthe praise for the Observer 
should fall directly on Joe LeBlanc,” Grosky 
said. “He’s really gone far beyond the de- 
scription of an adviser to make the paper 
one of the best in the nation.” 


Whitmore said LeBlanc has a knack for 
finding potentially great writers and mold- 
ing them into hard-working journalists. 

“Whatever we end up doing, he will have 
guided our talents into the right direction,” 
she said. 

LeBlanc said an award from CSPA is 
especially rewarding because he has been 
involved with the group since he was a high 
school newspaper adviser, and it provided 
him with some of his early journalism 
training. 

Many can be successful in this field if 
they go into it with the right attitude, 
LeBlanc said. 


“It’s a great privilege to help the staff 
turn around their lives,” LeBlanc said. “It 
goes to show what this country can become 
if it truly invested in education instead of 
just paying it lip service.” 

It’s the stories the staff covers, LeBlanc 
said, that helps the publication win awards. 

“We do it all,” he said. “We inform, 
challenge and entertain our readers.” 

Grosky said it’s the scope of stories that 
makes the paper a good read. 

“We tell both sides of the story,” Grosky 
said. “We report on a wide range of stories 
that affects everyone at NECC.” 

Scione said the newspaper's two-page 
center spreads, also known as trucks, that 
set the Observer apart from other collegiate 
publications. 

“The trucks are so in-depth,” Scione said. 
“If you compare papers, ours is so much 
superior.” 

LeBlanc likes winning the awards and 
seeing the staffers improve as writers, but 


_more importantly he enjoys watching his 


protegees improve their lives because of 
the satisfaction they get from putting out a 
good newspaper. 

“Any kind of award is kind of like the 
icing on the cake,” he said. “But the impor- 
tant thing is that the staff grows.” 

The editorial staff includes co-editors 
Grosky and Scott Ferren; managing editors 
Whitmore and Danielle Paplaskas; news 
editor Miller; arts & entertainment editors 
Connery and Colin Tierney; features editor 
Tara Carbone; sports editors Danny Roger 
and Jelani Phillips; and graphics editor Scott 
Merrill. LeBlanc serves as the paper's fac- 
ulty adviser with assistance from Laura E. 
McKellar. Deanne Guardino and Alex Bosse 
make up the advertising staff. 


Leading the Charge 


“It’s a great privilege 
to help the staff turn 
around their lives. It 
goes to show what this 
country can become if 
it truly invested in 
education instead of 
just paying it lip 
service.” 

Joseph T. LeBlanc 


BRADFORD COLLEGE 
BRADFORD, MA 
Monpay, APRIL 15TH, 1996 
Il A.M. — 2 P.M. 
CONSIDER APPLYING TO 
BRADFORD COLLEGE 
A Learn about Transfer Scholarships 
A Meet Faculty Advisors 
A Speak With Current Students 
A Tour Our Campus 


For Details Call— 


Kathy Bresnahan, 

Transfer Counselor 

at 1-800-336-6448 
Reservations Required 


